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SUMMER, 2022 

 
Dear friends,  
 
I have been extraordinarily blessed in my time among you.  We have shared a lot of love in my 
extended appointment to the wonderful faith community that is Parsippany UMC, and that love 
has left its indelible mark on our souls.  Parting has brought much heartache, but I am looking 
forward to letting go of the responsibilities that a pastor carries in serving a congregation – 
responsibilities I’ve embraced for 41 years -- and following God’s leading in new ways in the new 
life Sarah and I will create together in Maine.    

As you likely know, 1Corinthians 13 – often known as the “love chapter” -- is one of my 
go-to scriptures. I am particularly comforted by the strong affirmation the Apostle Paul makes that 
“Love never ends.”  Everything else passes away, but real love has 
an eternal quality. 

Although love never ends, a time does come when we 
must say “goodbye.” 

I’ve had the opportunity to get to know Pastor Marissa in 
the past four month and I feel confident the Holy Spirit has led her 
to serve among you.  Marissa brings energy and gifts to her 
ministry that I do not have – gifts that God will put to good use for 
fruitful ministry among you.  I am confident that you will open your 
hearts her as your new pastor. 
 
The month of June: 
My last Sunday leading worship will be June 12th during which we will share Holy Communion 
one last time.  Sarah and I will move out of the parsonage by June 15th.  Rev. Terry Perkins will 
lead worship on June 19th and our own Donna Miceli will preach on June 26th.   

Please note -- Pastor Marissa’s appointment to PUMC doesn’t begin until July 1st.  
Should there be a need for pastoral care up until June 30th, I am the person you should turn to.  
Sarah and I are planning on being in New Jersey to the end of June so that Sarah can fulfil her 
contract as a speech pathologist in the school where she has worked in Newark.   

The conference has the following written policy that pastors are mandated to follow in 
relation to congregations they once served:  
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1. As of the effective date of a new appointment, a pastor shall immediately cease all 
pastoral counseling and pastoral visitation with members or member families in the previous 
appointment.  

2. Pastors shall have a clear understanding with former congregations that they will not 
return to officiate at baptisms, weddings, and funerals, or do pastoral counseling or pastoral 
visitation in that parish. Pastors, active or retired, shall respectfully decline to participate in such 
duties when invited by members of a former congregation. Declining all such invitations is the 
responsibility of the previous pastor.  

3. The District Superintendent must be consulted by the previous pastor in advance of 
any return for pastoral functions. Such visits to former churches shall require the advance 
approval of the District Superintendent. The present pastor should never be under any pressure 
to invite the previous pastor. Pressure to involve the previous pastors should not be generated by 
either the congregation or the previous pastor.  
 
Grace and peace,  
Pastor Jeff 
 
P.S. I was disappointed that the rising COVID numbers made it necessary for 
us to postpone the Parsippany Interfaith Luncheon that was scheduled to take 
place in May.  The luncheon had been a cherished dream of mine for the past 
year, and I hope you will work with Pastor Marissa to bringing it to fruition 
when it is safe to do so.  I believe it will be a great blessing to the community 
of Parsippany. 
 

+ + + + + + + 
 
RETIREMENT PARTY for Pastor Jeff – Please plan on coming to Pastor 
Jeff’s retirement party on Saturday, June 4  from 1 - 5 p.m.    This event will 
be held at the church with events happening inside and outside (weather 
permitting)    There’s going to be food and music so bring your dancing 
shoes.    A free will offering will be taken to help defray the cost. 
If you haven’t already RSVP’d, please contact Connie Keller at 
connie@mhmlender.com or 973-568-5404. 

 
+ + + + + + + 

Greetings! 
  
It was wonderful to meet some of you when I came to the church service 
on May 15th. I look forward to our time together starting on July 1st. A short 
introduction about me: I lived the majority of my life in California until I 
moved to New Jersey nine years ago. I worked as a molecular biologist for 
15 years mostly in the cancer and diabetic therapeutic areas. When I 
moved to New Jersey, I was invited to attend the Methodist church that my 
brother and his family attended. At that church I heard about the awesome 
unending grace and love of God. I was asked to be the youth director at 
that church and that is when I first heard the call to become a pastor. The 
journey has been long and sometimes filled with bumps, but in that time I 
have discovered my passion for preaching and teaching the word of God. I 
love working in mission and outreach and also children’s programs. I can’t 
wait to meet all of you as we begin our journey together!  
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Marissa 
 
 
 

mailto:connie@mhmlender.com
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A sermon A selection from Pastor’ Jeff’s sermon preached on 
May 8th, 2022 based upon Psalm 23 and John 10:22-30 entitled, 
“The Mystery of God’s Leading” 

A more accurate translation of the third verse of the famous 
23rd Psalm reads this way:  

“He revives my soul and guides me along right pathways for 
his Name’s sake.” 

As I approach retirement, I find myself doing a lot of reflecting 
on the path my life has taken, and so my attention was captured by 
the claim made in this beloved psalm — that if the Lord is my 
shepherd, then I can trust that in some way beyond my 
comprehension that God has been leading my life in the past, and will 
continue to do so in the future. 

It’s a big claim, and a pretty basic one when it comes to the 
life of faith.  But it’s one that is as confusing as hell in terms of 

understanding what exactly it means.  In a little while we will sing a familiar hymn that includes 
these words, “Whatever I do, wherever I be still ‘tis God’s hand that leadeth me.”  There are a lot 
of different ways to picture that divine hand. Is it shoving us?  Does it have a light touch – one we 
can ignore if not paying attention? Does it block off certain paths, so we are compelled to go in a 
certain direction? Does this hand show only show up at certain times, and leave us on our own at 
others? 

The truth is, I really don’t know how to picture this hand.  
Looking back over my life, there are times I can recall when it seems as though there a 

metaphorical sea had parted – an opening emerged to walk through that seemed kind of 
mysterious and an unseen hand bidding me to move through that opening. The coming together 

of Sarah and my retirements had this quality.  We knew retirement was 
coming – that our energy was waning and we needed to shift into that 
new phase of life called retirement to experience life in new ways 
before our energy wanes further – but we were pretty clueless about 
how this could happen – where, in particular we would retire. 

And then a year and half ago we suddenly found ourselves 
with two of our three children living in Maine, and Kate started looking 
for houses for us, and very quickly found one in a town named Belfast 
where a lot of interesting, creative things were happening. 

The name of the town had a significance that felt like a sign. 
Shortly before the pandemic, we’d taken a trip together with all three of 
our adult children – something we’d never done before – travelling to 
Belfast, Northern Ireland where Bobby was playing soccer.  It was a 

magical time together for our family.  And now Kate had found us a house in a town called 
Belfast.   It seemed like God had opened a pathway for us to pass through.  

But these “parting of the sea” moments are pretty rare, and the question remains: in what 
sense can we say God is leading our lives?  There are ways of 
making this claim that can have serious problems. I mean, there 
is real evil in this world, and there are some really bad things 
that sometimes happen in life that we have no business 
attributing to the hand of God.  We shouldn’t say God sent 
some evil into our lives, and we especially shouldn’t say that 
about the lives of others who suffer as a result of evil. 

We should also be wary of course when people do 
offensive, hurtful things and claim they did so following God’s 
leading. 

I don’t think God micro-manage our lives. We make 
choices and others make choices that impact our lives that in 
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the present moment are very much “wrong choices.” And yet there is a mystery in which bad 
choices can sometimes set the stage for extraordinary experiences of God’s grace, as is the case 
in Jesus’ story of the prodigal son and the bad choices he makes at the start of the parable. 

Part of the difficulty with recognizing how the hand of God is at work on our journey is 
that we can’t see the “big picture” of our lives, and sometimes the little picture – the present 
phase of our life – can be just plain awful. The path our life is taking can seem like nothing more 
than a haphazard series of dead ends – leaving us feeling utterly lost. 

To claim that God’s hand is leading us is to express our hope that 
in time we will begin to see something of the bigger picture of our lives – 
one in which some kind of pattern emerges to all the twists and turns our 
path took – that we’ll begin to see that we’ve been led somewhere – not so 
much to a place as to a quality of life where we are able to live more in 
harmony with Jesus and his great love. 

I can look back on my life and recognize times of struggle that 
were miserable to go through that I now see as having a meaning:  Times 
of depravation, for instance that led me to appreciate certain blessings that 
arrived later in my life in a way I wouldn’t have appreciated had I not 
experienced life without those blessings.  

Looking back on my life there is also the recognition that 
experiences of suffering – experiences I would never have chosen – led me to know compassion 
in ways God could put to use.  God wants to lead us to a place where we become more fully 
human and we can’t be fully human without knowing compassion. 
 
In the kindness of Jesus,  
Pastor Jeff     
 

+ + + + + + +  
 
 
It turns out there is someone who will be moving away soon who has 
been an important part of our church for a significantly greater amount 
of time than I have.  Fred Schlosshauer will be moving on July 15 to 
Delaware to be close to his son Gary. Fred is looking forward to a more 
active life than his present situation affords.  

Fred and Grace became members of our church on December 
1, 1957 -- which means Fred has been a member for 67 years, and 
quite active throughout.  For well over fifty years Fred served as the 
Treasurer of our church. Fred and Grace sang in Barb's choir.  During 
his retirement, Fred performed as the magician (Oscar the Magician 
and BoJ the Clown) for the amusement of many, including a great 
many performances for the children of our church.   

Grace departed from this world in 2018.  Fred tenderly cared 
for her in her years of decline.  

 
+ + + + + + + 

 
 
The youth are meeting regularly on Sunday evenings for pizza, fun and 
service.  All youth 8th through 12th grade are invited.  Please speak to Aimee 
Letsch, our youth advisor if you would like to know more about the youth 
group. 
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Looking back… Last month we had the pleasure meeting together 
at church (been a long time since that has happened) for a good, 
old fashion game night.  Fun was had by all! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
June 5 – Pentecost Sunday June 14 – Flag Day 
June 19 – Juneteenth June 19 – Father’s Day 
June 21 – First Day of Summer  
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 4 – Independence Day  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aug. 26 – Women’s Equality Day  
 
GET WELL wishes to those of you who are ill, and 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to those of you celebrating in July with Elizabeth Polen, Pastor Marissa, 
Barbara Bradley, and Alex Sanchez (CF) and in August with Terry Germann and Laurie Wilken. 
 
 
God Bless,      
Betsy Adams 
betsyadams@live.com         
 

+ + + + + + + 
 
Anyone aware of a Prayer Concern is invited to contact Doris Bradley 
at 973-887-3219 who will put the Prayer Chain into action.  If Doris 
cannot be reached, please contact Pastor Jeff.  If you would like to add 
your name to the people who receive the prayer chain, please speak to 
Betty Polen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1, 7:00 P.M. 
Honoring the Military-We will be making Christmas Cards and sharing them with an 
organization that helps distribute cards to people who don’t receive many 
correspondences.  Learn more on Sunday’s during the announcements. 
 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 6, 6:30 P.M. 
Summer Ladies’ Night Out - Empire Diner 

RSVP To:  Connie Wallace and Laurie Wilken 
 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3, 6:30 P.M. 
Summer Ladies Night Out - Annabella’s 

RSVP To:  Karen Wilk and Diane Anastasi 
 

mailto:betsyadams@live.com
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Church Offerings: 
If you are more comfortable attending worship online, or live at a distance, please try to keep your 
pledge up to date. You can send your pledge to the church.  The address is: 
Parsippany United Methodist Church 
903 So. Beverwyck Rd. 
Parsippany, NJ 07054 
You can also use our PayPal link ---  
 

To make it easier for the Congregation to keep up with their financial 
pledges to the Church, a PayPal link has been added to the PUMC 
Homepage.  If you've never used PayPal before, it's an easy and secure 

way to send a payment over the Internet.  You can use your bank account or a credit card to 
make your payment, and PayPal takes a small transaction fee.  For more information or a quick 
demonstration on how to use this new tool, please speak with Justin Cogan. You can use this 
link:  https://www.paypal.me/parsippanyumc 
 
Contributions are always welcome to Pastor Jeff’s Discretionary Fund through which he assists 
people in our community with emergency financial needs.  The Fund is presently low and your 
generosity has always been appreciated. 
 

+ + + + + + + 
 

A Special Offering was held on Mother’s Day for the “The Maker’s 
Place”, a United Methodist ministry in Trenton that provides support to 
moms and their babies living in poverty.  Over $600 of offerings have 
come in.  40% of children living in Trenton live in economic poverty, 
with 20% living in extreme poverty (making less than $12,500 a year 
for a family of four.) Over 1500 mothers have requested diapers from 
the Maker’s Place.  Last year over 20,000 diapers were distributed.  
28% of all children in Trenton received diapers from their “Diaper 

Depot” in 2021.  If you would like to make a donation, please make your check out to “PUMC” 
and mark “for The Maker’s Place” in the memo. 

+ + + + + + + 
 
Zoom Mondays at 1:00 pm and Fridays at 12:00 pm 
Many people may still feel wary about the risks of visiting shops, church or even leaving our 
homes.  This is especially true if you have a disability or long-term health condition that makes 
you more vulnerable to the effects of coronavirus. 

Losing face to face contact with people can feel stressful and worrying.  That’s why on 
Tuesdays and Fridays we join on Zoom in the hopes that seeing a friendly face can help us feel 
more connected.  On Tuesday Joanne Rich checks in with those online seeing how people are 
doing.  On Friday, Betsy Adams leads the group with a question of the week to open discussions 
and maybe find out something new about your church family.  We end asking if there are any 
prayer requests you have. 

If you want to make connection with people, our Tuesday and Friday groups may be ideal 
for you.  Emails are sent out the day before meetings for you to follow the link.  If you have any 
questions, please reach out to either of us.   

 
FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR ON SPECIAL OCCASIONS – If you want 
to remember or honor a special occasion in your life by putting flowers on 
the altar, please get in touch with Connie Keller.  You are certainly 
welcome at any time to place flowers on the altar.  If you want an 
announcement in the bulletin, please call Connie Keller or send her an 
email with the dedication.   Contact information:  Connie’s cell: 973-568-
5404:  home:  973-887-4384:  email:  connie@mhmlender.com 

https://www.paypal.me/parsippanyumc
mailto:connie@mhmlender.com
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CHURCH CALENDAR and SCHEDULING EVENTS 
The church calendar on our website  www.parsippanyumc.org  has been updated. If you want to 
schedule an event, you need to look at the website calendar to see if the date is available.   All 
requests for use of the church facilities need to be approved by the trustees, Connie Keller or 
Amy Gripp.  
Anyone interested in becoming a member of the Parsippany United Methodist Church,  
where there’s always room in the circle, is invited to speak to Pastor Jeff.  
 

+ + + + + + + 
 

Our church website is at ParsippanyUMC.org.  There you can find all of 
Pastor Jeff’s sermons and eulogies.  You can also find all the newsletters, as 
well as a calendar that gives the times of events held at the church.   You 
can also find a little church history, a listing of all the plays we’ve produced at 
the church, and a summary of the various church fellowship and mission 
groups.   
 
 

If you aren’t presently on Facebook, consider joining with a secret identity so you can be a 
member of the Parsippany United Methodist Church Congregation Group and received day by 
day prayer concerns and announcements and other postings regarding the life of our church.   
 
FACEBOOK LIVE – Pastor Jeff has recently done a few Facebook Live broadcasts of the 
service.   We are looking for someone interested in helping with this endeavor.    If you are 
interested in furthering the ministries of our church through Live broadcasts, please reach out to 
Pastor Jeff. 
Anyone interested in taking a turn videotaping our anthems and sermons for Facebook Live is 
invited to speak to Pastor Jeff.   
 

Parsippany United Methodist Church is now on Instagram.  To find us, search - 
Parsippany_umc 
 
 

 
Consider becoming a part of one or more of our Musical Groups here 
at church: 
 

Bell Choir – rehearses Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.  If you are interested in 
joining us, please speak to Barb Bradley or Aimee Letsch - or just show up 
on Thursday and see what happens! 
 

Choir – rehearses Thursdays at 7:45 p.m.  We always have an "open 
robe" for anyone who loves to sing.  We sing in 4-part harmony, so if 
you've sung in your high school chorus or any other equivalent, you have 
a great start!  Speak to any choir member or Barb Bradley if you're 
interested. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.parsippanyumc.org/
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Our Outreach to Those in Need 
 

On the second Thursday of every other month our church provides a meal for 
the people living temporarily at Homeless Solutions.  If you would like to 
volunteer as a server, please speak to Laurie Wilken or Connie Wallace.  If 
you would like to help cook speak Tom Albert or Justin Cogan. Our next 
opportunity to serve is June 9th and August 11th.  
 

 
Parsippany Emergency Food Pantry – Denise White is now delivering our 
donations to the Emergency Food Pantry in Parsippany.  You can bring your 
donations of non-perishable food items to the church any Sunday.  Denise 
takes the food over as the bin gets filled up.  Supermarket gift cards are also 
welcome.  This is a very easy way to give back to the less-fortunate in our own 
township.   
 
 

 
 
On Saturday, TBD our church once more takes its turn volunteering at 
Interfaith Furnishings.  Please let Garrett Belanus or Pastor Jeff know 
if you can volunteer your time to help move donated furniture to the 
homes of people who could not otherwise afford it in Morris County. 
 
.   
 
 
 

+ + + + + + + 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR JUNE 
June 5 June 12 June 19 June 26 
Acts 2:1-21 Prov 8:1-4,22-31 1 Kings 19:1-15a 2 Kings 2:1-2,6-14 
Romans 8:14-17 Romans 5:1-5 Galatians 3:23-29 Galatians 5:1,13-25 
John 14:8-17 John 16:12-15 Luke 8:26-39 Luke 9:51-62 

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR JULY 

July 3 July 10 July 17 July 24 July 31 
2 Kings 5:1-14 Amos 7:-17 Amos 8:1-12 Hosea 1:2-10 Hosea 11:1-11 
Galatians 6:7-16 Col. 1:1-14 Col. 1:15-28 Col. 2:6-15 Col. 3:1-11 
Luke 10:1-11,16-20 Luke 10:25-37 Luke 10:38-42 Luke 11:1-13 Luke 12:13-21 

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR AUGUST 

Aug. 7 Aug. 14 Aug. 21 Aug. 28 
Isaiah 1:1,10-20 Isaiah 5:1-7 Jeremiah 1:4-10 Jeremiah 2:4-13 
Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16 Hebrews 11:29-12:2 Hebrews 12:18-29 Hebrews 13:1-8,15-16 
Luke 12:32-40 Luke 12:49-56 Luke 13:10-17 Luke 14:1,7-14 
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
2nd Alison Christian 12th Anna Egorova 
2nd  June Blake 13th Ted Schnetzer 
2nd  Steve Blake 18th  Andrea Christiango 
3rd Eric Mortensen 20th Amber Schnetzer 
6th Maidie Erickson 20th Russell Schnetzer 
8th Sarah Bush 22nd Jennifer Eng 
8th Maggie Letsch 22nd Christopher Coughlin 
8th Bob Adams 23rd Kristopher Hawkins 
10th Stephanie Weiss 25th Sangeetha Gunaseelan 
11th Michael Zibura 26th Zachary Wilken 
11th Barbara Christofferson 26th Jack Walsh 
12th Jessica Calise (Parizo) 28th Jolie Rajasekaran 
12th Bethany Brodock 29th Arlene Smith 
12th Danielle Bianchi 30th Marcus Beckler 
  30th Julia Beckler 

 
JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

12th Karen & Robert Wilk 
23rd Betsy & Paul Adams 

 
 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
2nd Sydney Petzinger 17th Barbara Bradley 
2nd Zachary Petzinger 18th Kristina Emodi 
3rd Nathan Petzinger 22nd Tim Tyler 
7th Hwa Chun 22nd Kelsey Gripp 
7th Mary Mihalko 22nd Eleanor Soriano 
9th Marguerite Schnetzer 23rd Renee Luongo 
13th Pastor Marissa 24th Edward Cogan 
14th Lynn Agre 26th Cassie Cogan 
14th  Frany Patelia 27th Betty Polen 
15th  Roma Patelia  29th Fred Schlosshauer 
16th Julia Miloslavsky   

 
JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

6th Bob & Lyn Krisa 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
6th Natasha Valcoff 21st Tom Albert 
6th Jahn Michael Schnetzer 22nd Jenna Letsch 
9th Conrad Roelofs 23rd Barbara Simmons 
11th Bobby Edwards 24th Tim Booth 
12th Jacob Schnetzer 24th Sharon Christian 
15th Laurie Wilken 27th Terry Germann 
16th Michael Anastasi 28th Tom Polen 
18th Lynn Barbarite 29th Michael Keller 
19th Wes Sitgreaves   

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
17th Gloria & Ron Gounaud 
28th Tom & Arlene Smith 
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June 2022

United Methodist Church of Parsippany

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

7:00 PM UMW

2
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

7:45 PM Choir

3
12:00 PM Zoom with Betsy

4
Pastor Jeff's

Retirement Party  1-5

pm

5
10 AM - In  Person and Live Stream

Worship on Facebook Live

6
1:00 PM Zoom with Joanne

7 8
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

9
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

7:45 PM Choir

Homeless Solutions

10
12:00 PM Zoom with Betsy

11

12
10 AM - In  Person and Live Stream

Worship on Facebook Live

Pastor Jeff's Last
Sunday

13
1:00 PM Zoom with Joanne

14 15
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

16
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

17
12:00 PM Zoom with Betsy

18

19
10 AM - In  Person and Live Stream

Worship on Facebook Live

20
1:00 PM Zoom with Joanne

21 22
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

23
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

24
12:00 PM Zoom with Betsy

25

26 27
1:00 PM Zoom with Joanne

28 29
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

30
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

May 2022

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

Jul 2022

S M T W T F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31
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