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MAY, 2019 

 
Mother’s Day is May 12th.  If you would like to have a picture of a particular 
mother with her children in the Mother’s Day Slide Show that will be a part 
of our time with the children, please get it to Pastor Jeff by May 6th.  
(Thinking ahead, please do the same for Father’s Day on June 16th.   
 

+ + + + + + + 
 
Saturday, May 4 – Annual Roast Beef Dinner 
The Roast Beef Dinner is from 4 to 7 p.m. Adults: $15, Seniors: $11, 
kids: $6.  We can use help the day of the dinner for serving and other 
tasks.  See Connie Keller or Barb Bradley.  We also need 
HOMEMADE CAKES to serve for dessert.  Please have your cakes to 
the church prior to 4 p.m. 

 
                        + + + + + + + 
 
June 1st – Spring Garage Sale – 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Tables are 
$25.  Speak to Barb or Connie if you would like a table at the sale.  
We’ll also need bake sale items for that day. 
The Shred Event will also be that day from 1p.m. to 3 p.m.  

Paper Shredding is $7 per bag (plastic grocery size) or $10 per box. 
Computer Hard Drive Destruction: $15 – must be removed from computer 
 

+ + + + + + + 
 
Looking ahead, the last day of Sunday School and the Confirmation of our youth will 
take place on Sunday, June 23rd.  Afterwards there will be an All – Church Picnic at the 
home of Andee and Mike Mihalko.  Mark your calendars now! 
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A sermon preached on Sunday, March 31st, 2019 based upon Luke 15:1-3; 
11b-32, entitled “Where Will the Elder Brother Find His Rock Bottom?”   
 

At the outset of this parable, 
the two brothers seem altogether 
different.  One seems to epitomize 
responsibility, a good work ethic and 
respect for his father; the other seems 
the embodiment of laziness, disrespect, 

and self-centeredness.   
But I want to suggest that 

when you scratch beneath the surface 
the two brothers aren’t really so different after all.   There are three things they have in common. 

The first similarity is that they are both altogether clueless regarding the extent in which 
their father loves them.   

The second is this:  They are both fundamentally self-centered.   
The younger brother’s self-centeredness is on full display.  How thoughtless, how cruel to 

ask his father for his share of the inheritance now -- while the father still has lots of life left in him!  
He’s essentially telling his father that he’d prefer he were dead.  Wrapped up in himself, he 
doesn’t really have a clue of the pain his actions are causing his father.  His self-centeredness 
involves a hardened heart that blocks the natural compassion a son should have for his Dad.   

But the older brother is also self-centered, though his self-centeredness is better 
disguised.  His more socially acceptable form of self-centeredness involves a devotion to an 
image he has carefully crafted to project to the world:  that of goodness, and responsibility and 
respectability. His ego gets lots of strokes whenever people admire how “good” he is, and this 
perception of his “goodness” is dependent upon the comparisons people make between him and 
others -- and in particular his younger brother.    

You could say he is the model of perfection, and in that, perfectly self-centered. 
If love means freely giving yourself away as a blessing to others, the older brother lacks 

this capacity.  He likes to view himself as a “giver”, but his giving always comes with a hidden 
cost – a subtle message to everyone he interacts with of “you owe me.”  He carries around inside 
his head a ledger sheet that tracks all the good he has done for others, and the good others have 
done for him, and he makes a point of never being in debt, always having others indebted to him.  
It leaves him feeling superior, entitled, in control.  

It would make him anxious if he found himself in debt to another.    
His father gave him life and the farm that is his home and so much more, so he actually is 

in debt to his father, but he is loath to acknowledge this fact.  The elder brother blocks out this 
indebtedness by not really seeing himself as his father’s son; for all practical purposes he sees 
himself as his father’s “hired hand”.  The best, hardest working hired hand his father could ever 

have.  “What would he ever do without me?” 
There is a third way that both brothers are alike:  buried 

underneath their well-fortified self-centeredness is a self that is made 
in the image of God – a self with a profound capacity to love others 
and to allow love in.  It’s a self that would have been easy to 
recognize when they were young as it is with all young children. But 
overtime their true selves have gotten covered over.  

The distinct forms of their self-centeredness sets the two 
brothers on altogether different journeys, each with its own internal 
logic.   

The elder brother stays home because it is there that he can 
maintain control and get his ego stroked for the image he projects of 
goodness, responsibility and perfection. And as the first born son in 
those days he stands to receive the lion’s share of the inheritance.   

There is also a logic to the younger brother’s leaving.  He really can never “win” if he 
stays home on the farm.  Ultimately, the farm will never be his.  But more than that, he will always 
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fall short in comparison to his brother.  Never good enough, never responsible enough, never 
competent or hard-working enough.  So what’s the use to hang around and continual come out 
on the wrong side of the comparison?    

Although his leaving home ultimately proves to be a terrible mistake, you have to give the 
younger brother this:  he’s willing to take a risk – to launch out into the great unknown – 
somewhat like Abraham and Sarah before him – trusting that things will work out somehow.  You 
would be right to call it the bravery of a fool, because his immaturity and self-centeredness will 
lead him to make really poor choices on his journey to the far country.   

Nonetheless, perhaps there is in this willingness to take a risk a tiny glimmer of the light 
that shines forth from that buried self-made in the image of God.  Because, you see, God is the 
ultimate risk taker.  Creation itself was an enormous risk.  The incarnation – God’s decision to 
take the plunge to fully enter this broken creation in human form – that, for sure, was a risky 
business.   

The parable tells us just the bare bones details, so we are left to conjecture, which is one 
of things I think parables invite us to do.  

What did the older brother feel when his younger brother announced his plans to take his 
inheritance and leave?  I’m guessing there was a least a pang of 
sadness and grief. There is always some mixture of love and hate in 
the relationships of siblings.  Hopefully over time the love prevails 
over the hate, but there’s never a guarantee that this will happen. 
As I noted this week in my Lenten scripture postings, there sure are 
a lot of stories in the Bible of destructive sibling rivalry, going all the 
way back to Cain killing his brother Abel.  

As is the case with all first-borns when a little usurper 
arrives on the scene, the elder brother must have resented the heck 
out of his little, screeching baby brother who stole away so much of 
his parents attention.   But it’s also safe to assume that over time 
the elder brother came to love this little brother -- to feel protective 
of him -- maybe even to have some fun with him, at least when they 
were both young.  

So I’m guessing that the elder brother’s heart initially ached 
when his little brother first announced his intention to leave home.  There was a sense of loss 
arising within him for whatever love had lived within for his brother.  And this heart ache – this 
sign of his innate capacity for love -- was actually an expression of that buried true self.   

But I’m also guessing that the elder brother found this emotion of grief and loss 
threatening – it left him feeling out of control and he never liked to feel out of control – and so 
quickly the feeling of grief gave way to anger, condemnation, and of course, the oh-so familiar 
territory of feeling superior.  “I would never do such a thing to our father!”   

So with his brother’s cruel departure his status of being the “good” son -- the responsible, 
respectful son -- will be permanently set in stone, or so he thought.  “My brother left and broke my 
father’s heart.  I stayed and did my duty. Can anything be clearer regarding who’s ‘good’ and 
who’s ‘bad’?” 

The younger son goes off and squanders his inheritance.  The foolish, self-centered 
choices he makes ends up leaving him penniless and all alone in the world.   

He hits the proverbial “rock bottom”, although as I said in posts this week there is some 
ambiguity regarding what exactly is happening at this point.  Is 
he truly remorseful for what he did to his father, or does he 
simply realize that this father’s hired hands have a far better life 
than he has starving away with the pig poop?  

Nonetheless the younger brother has received a great 
humbling. A crack has occurred in his self-centeredness that 
can, as the saying goes, let a little light in.   

He heads home. Having, as I said at the start, never 
understood the depths of his father’s love for him, he hopes 
merely to be taken in as a hired hand and the benefit of a roof 

over his head and three square meals a day. And so the younger brother must have been 
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absolutely astonished when the old man throws respectability to the wind and comes running 
down the road to give him a big bear hug – cutting him off before he gets a chance to finish his 
well-rehearsed speech – in particular, the part about becoming a “hired hand.”  The love he never 
really grasped begins to penetrate his heart when the new sandals are placed on his bare feet, 
and a fine robe put around his shoulders and the ring marking him as a son placed upon his 
finger, and when his father starts making plans for the biggest, blowout party they’ve ever had on 
the farm.   

Whether we realize it or not, we are all on a spiritual journey, and the goal of this journey 
is to resurrect that buried true self -- the one made in the image of God -- the one that can give 
and receive love freely.   

Although we would prefer it wasn’t so, hard times have an important role to play on this 
journey.  Hitting what is referred to as “rock bottom” in whatever form this takes serves a purpose:  
it humbles us; it cracks open our de-fault self-centeredness.  

Hence, the great spiritual challenge of the elder brother is this:  where exactly will “rock 
bottom” come from when you are already “perfect” – when it’s not in your DNA to go out and 
mess up royally the way the younger brother did? 

Remember, Jesus told this parable and two shorter ones in response to the complaints of 
the Pharisees regarding the fact that Jesus was partying with the “sinners and tax collectors” – 
the younger brothers who have in various ways messed up in life.  How will the elder 
brother/Pharisee let go of his pride, recognize his well-disguised self-centeredness, humble 
himself and go into the party, hug his long lost brother who was dead but now is a live and join 
the conga line? 

So the parable ends with what could be the closest thing the elder brother will come in 
having a “rock bottom” experience.  Maybe in light of the party he’s missing out on, he finally 
acknowledges the fact that his tried and true strategy in life hasn’t really worked.   That the ledger 
sheet he has kept running in head has gotten in the way of experiencing what love really is.  That 
all the energy he spent earning his father’s love was a wasted, because his father already loved 
him unconditionally.  That his father’s love has always been there waiting for him to let it in.  That 
everything that belongs to his father has always belonged to him as well.  That he has missed out 
on joy. 

As in last week’s parable, once again we both personal accountability, and the necessity 
of grace, held together in tension.   

For the younger brother, the memory of the home he once had with his father and the 
love he knew there -- unappreciated though it was -- 
calls to him as (prevenient) grace.  But he must decide 
for himself to get up and make the journey home, 
where he is astonished to experience the grace of his 
father’s open-hearted welcome home.    

Grace and accountability are both present for 
the elder brother as well.  Grace, represented by the 
Father who cherishes him so coming out into the field 
like the Good Shepherd in search of the lost sheep, 
imploring him to come into the party.  But the older 
brother must decide whether he will accept the 
gracious invitation.   

The choice the younger brother had to make 
was easier than the one required of the older brother.  After all, the younger brother has nothing 
left to lose.   

From the elder brother’s point view, there seems as though he has a lot to lose.  He has 
to leave behind the ego-boost he routinely gets by feeling superior to all those who fall short by 
his standards. He has to let go of his self-righteousness and his impeccable reputation.   

The Apostle Paul is a classic example of someone who made elder’s brother’s journey 
safely home.  As we will read in a passage scheduled for next Sunday – Paul came to realize that 
in the end all that stuff he had clutched to so tightly really was just so much rubbish – compared, 
that is to life inside the party – the incredible love revealed in Jesus.  

So what about us?   
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Who do you find yourself identifying with in the story?  Most of us, I suspect, myself 
included, find ourselves identifying with the elder brother.   

Will we accept the invitation? 
This parable ends open-ended.  We must make the choice that determines how the story 

ends.   
We have good reason to believe that in the end, grace will prevail.  In the parable of the 

Good Shepherd that Jesus told immediately before this one – it doesn’t say “if the shepherd finds 
the lost sheep”.  It says, “when” the shepherd finds him.   

It’s just a matter of time before grace will lead us home.   
Better sooner than later.   
 

In the kindness of Jesus,  
Pastor Jeff 

 
+ + + + + + + 

 
 
Looking back… in April we had this year’s first Ladies Night Out 
at IHOP in Parsippany.  Our next meeting is: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 4 – Roast Beef Dinner May 27 – Memorial Day (obs) 
May 12 – Mother’s Day (bulletin insert)  
 
GET WELL wishes to those of you who are ill, and 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to those of you celebrating this month with Anna Weiss, Lyn Krisa and 
Doris Bradley. 
     God Bless, 
     Betsy Adams 

 
+ + + + + + + 

 
We are raising money for a new electronic sign to go out 
in front of our church building to let people know we are 
here.  People typically pass by and have no idea that we 
are a church.  We want to change that!  Donations are 
invited for the fund!  Thanks! 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

Wednesday, May 1, 7:00 p.m. 
PROGRAM: Robert Fass, son of Terry Germann, and Vice 

President of Marketing at Presidio and works with companies 
such as Dell, Amazon, Google and Microsoft. 

Come hear examples of how his team develops content, 
email campaigns and events. 

All are welcome to attend and refreshments will be served. 
 
 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=Ta8WttO7&id=FD5F2618107D160D375905FD95DF00FFE61978A1&thid=OIP.Ta8WttO7-WrUZcHPUCO2tQHaBI&mediaurl=http://courthousecommunityumc.org/filerequest/1611&exph=107&expw=695&q=united+methodist+women&simid=608019856786984922&selectedIndex=13�
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We were blessed to 
host the Canticles of 
Life Concert on April 
13th.  Sections of the 
AIDS Memorial Quilt 
were present.  Our 
own Duane Allen’s 
panel was present, a 
particular gift. 

 
+ + + + + + + 

The children’s offering is going to the Morris Habitat for Humanity.  
$200 equals 100 pounds of nails to help build a house for a family who 
otherwise wouldn’t be able to afford one.   
 

                         + + + + + + + 
 

CHURCH CALENDAR and SCHEDULING EVENTS 
The church calendar on our website  www.parsippanyumc.org  has been updated. If you want to 
schedule an event, you need to look at the website calendar to see if the date is available.   All 
requests for use of the church facilities need to be approved by the trustees, Connie Keller or 
Amy Gripp.  

+ + + + + + + 
 
Anyone aware of a Prayer Concern is invited to contact Doris Bradley at 
973-887-3219 who will put the Prayer Chain into action.  If Doris cannot be 
reached, please contact Pastor Jeff.  If you would like to add your name to 
the people who receive the prayer chain, please speak to Betty Polen. 
 

+ + + + + + + 
 

Our church website has recently been updated by Pastor Jeff, Justin 
Cogan and Eric Christiango.  Check it out at ParsippanyUMC.org.  There 
you can find all of Pastor Jeff’s sermons and eulogies, as well as the 
sermons of Bob Keller.  You can also find all the newsletters, as well as a 
calendar that gives the times of events held at the church.   You can also 
find a little church history, a listing of all the plays we’ve produced at the 
church, and a summary of the various church fellowship and mission groups.   
 

If you aren’t presently on Facebook, consider joining with a secret identity so you can be a 
member of the Parsippany United Methodist Church Congregation Group and received day by 
day prayer concerns and announcements and other postings regarding the life of our church.   
 
FACEBOOK LIVE – Pastor Jeff has recently done a few Facebook Live broadcasts of the 
service.   We are looking for someone interested in helping with this endeavor.    If you are 
interested in furthering the ministries of our church through Live broadcasts, please reach out to 
Pastor Jeff. 
Anyone interested in taking a turn videotaping our anthems and sermons for Facebook Live is 
invited to speak to Pastor Jeff.   
 

Parsippany United Methodist Church is now on Instagram.  To find us, search - 
Parsippany_umc 

 

http://www.parsippanyumc.org/
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A day time men’s discussion group with Pastor Jeff that meets on Fridays at 1 p.m.   We 
discuss short readings or videos during the 90 minute sessions.  Any men available in the day 
time are invited to join us.   

+ + + + + + + 
 
A gathering of men from our church meet together every Tuesday at 7:30 a.m. at the Empire 
Diner with Pastor Jeff for breakfast, conversation, and a concluding prayer.  All men are welcome.   
 

+ + + + + + + 
 

On the second Thursday of every other month our church provides a meal for 
the people living temporarily at Homeless Solutions.  If you would like to 
volunteer as a server, please speak to Laurie Wilken or Connie Wallace.  If 
you would like to help cook speak Tom Albert or Justin Cogan. Our next 
opportunity to serve is Thursday, June 13th.  
 

+ + + + + + + 
 
Interfaith Furnishings - Once every three months our church provides 
volunteers to assist Interfaith Furnishings in transporting donated furniture 
to people living in Morris County who would not be able to otherwise furnish 
their homes.  Our next Saturdays to serve are Saturday, May 18 and 
June 15th in the morning.  Please speak to Bruce Letsch or Pastor Jeff if 
you would like to volunteer. There is a greater need for furniture right now: 
Please go to funishings.org and enter your donation.   

 
+ + + + + + + 

 
Newton Barreto offers free math tutoring to elementary school children on Thursdays at 5:15 
p.m. at the Lake Hiawatha Library and on Wednesdays at 5:45 p.m. at the Van Buren Branch 
Library in Newark. Please speak to Newton if you would to join him in serving young people in 
need. 
 
On the fourth Sunday of every month at 3 p.m. Fred Mendez leads a worship service in a 
Nursing Home in Montclair.  Please speak to Fred if you would like to accompany him. 
 

+ + + + + + + 
 
On the third Thursday of every month Pastor Jeff leads a worship service at Troy Hills 
Center at 10:30 a.m.  If you would like to share in this ministry to the people living in a nursing 
home, please join us.  Speak to Pastor Jeff, Pat Winz or Andee Mihalko if you would like more 
information. Our next service is Thursday, May 16th..   
 

+ + + + + + + 
 

To make it easier for the Congregation to keep up with 
their financial pledges to the Church, a PayPal and 
Credit Card link has been added to the PUMC 
Homepage.  If you've never used PayPal before, it's an 

easy and secure way to send a payment over the Internet.  You can use your bank account or a 
credit card to make your payment, and PayPal takes a small transaction fee.  For more 
information or a quick demonstration on how to use this new tool, please speak with Justin 
Cogan. 
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BORROWING CHURCH FURNITIRE 
We are very fortunate to have an honest and trusting congregation, and we are fortunate to be 
able to loan some tables and chairs to our church family as needed.  Our supply of chairs is 
getting smaller and smaller and it is now necessary to keep a more accurate count of our 
equipment.   Going forward if you would like to borrow chairs or tables from the church, please 
speak to one of the trustees.  You will need to tell them what you are borrowing, how many of that 
item and when you will return the items.     Our trustees are:  Amy Gripp, Bob Laux, Connie 
Keller, Steve Blake, Tom Albert, Bill Gripp, and Ian Crawford.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
 

Parsippany Emergency Food Pantry - Wes Sitgreaves has called to our 
attention the ongoing need of the Emergency Food Pantry in Parsippany in 
these difficult economic times.   There are more and more families turning to 
the food pantry for help.   You can bring your donations of non-perishable food 
items to the church any Sunday.  Wes takes the food over as the bin gets filled 
up.  Supermarket gift cards are also welcome - buy them from Betty Polen and 
raise money for the church at the same time!!!  This is a very easy way to give 
back to the less-fortunate in our own township.   

 
 

+ + + + + + + 
 
FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR ON SPECIAL OCCASIONS – If you want 
to remember or honor a special occasion in your life by putting flowers 
on the altar, please get in touch with Connie Keller.  You are certainly 
welcome at any time to place flowers on the altar.  If you want an 
announcement in the bulletin, please call Connie Keller or send her an 
email with the dedication.   Contact information:  Connie’s cell: 973-568-
5404:  home:  973-887-4384:  email:  connie@mhmlender.com 

 
+ + + + + + + 

 
Consider becoming a part of one or more of our Musical Groups here 
at church: 
 

Bell Choir – rehearses Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.  If you are interested in 
joining us, please speak to Barb Bradley or Aimee Letsch - or just show up 
on Thursday and see what happens! 
 

Choir – rehearses Thursdays at 7:45 p.m.  We always have an "open 
robe" for anyone who loves to sing.  We sing in 4-part harmony, so if 
you've sung in your high school chorus or any other equivalent, you have 
a great start!  Speak to any choir member or Barb Bradley if you're 
interested. 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR MAY 
May 5 May 12 May 19 May 26 
Acts 9:1-6 Acts 9:36-43 Acts 11:1-18 Acts 16:9-15 
Revelation 5:11-14 Revelation 7:9-17 Revelation 21:1-6 Revelation 21:10,22-22:5 
John 21:1-19 John 10:22-30 John 13:31-35 John 14:23-29 

 
 
 
 

mailto:connie@mhmlender.com
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                  MAY BIRTHDAYS 
1st Liz Cogan 14th Michelle Hess 
2nd Alison Cogan 15th Leigh Colletto 
2nd Olivia Duran 17th Don Gatto 
3rd Anna Weiss 18th Kayla Hook  
3rd Sabitha Kanukolanu 19th Doris Bradley 
3rd Brian Bothe 19th Lyn Krisa 
5th Joshua Christiango 19th John Chauhan 
5th Garin Roelofs 19th  Hetal Patel 
6th Henry Isaacks 20th Susan Elbin 
6th Marty Christiango 22nd Zak Jernstrom 
7th Dawn Colletto 23rd Georgia Zibura 
8th David Brodock 24th Anna Gripp 
9th Anthony DiPietro 25th Darlene Miller 
10th Michael Smith 29th Darren Yacenko 
10th Paul Larsen, Jr. 30th Isabella Duran 
10th Liz Matheis 31st Diane Anderson 
11th Erika Gripp 31st Nichole Raier 
11th Kaia Joy Mihalko 31st Jessica Maclay 
12th Katie Rose Milhalko 31st Austin Atkinson 
14th Kaitlyn Sklow 31st Sophia Atkinson 

 
MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

18th Anna & Michael Weiss 
20th Ted & Bekki Schnetzer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiyxeaV9t_hAhUSZN8KHaCeAAgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/father-s-day-word-search-easy-11128073&psig=AOvVaw1e7rZ4dxlxeAQ1r5QonjxZ&ust=1555892695273329�
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MOTHER’S DAY BULLETIN INSERT 
 

Mother’s Day is right around the corner, and the UMW will be sponsoring their 
annual special Mother’s Day insert to appear in the bulletin on May 12th.  The 
UMW offers you the opportunity to honor or memorialize your mother, 
grandmother, aunt, etc. by placing her name on a special bulletin insert.  $1.00 
donation per name is requested.  Please use the form below and give it, 
together with your donation, to Barbara or Doris Bradley by May 5th. 

................................................................................................................................ 
In HONOR of:      Placed by: 
 
____________________________________  ___________________________________ 
 
____________________________________  ___________________________________ 
 
____________________________________  ___________________________________ 
 
In Memory of:      Placed by: 
 
____________________________________  ___________________________________ 
 
____________________________________  ___________________________________ 
 
____________________________________  ___________________________________ 
 
Total Names  __________    Total Amount $__________ 
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United Methodist Church of Parsippany

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
7:00 PM UMW

2
7:00 PM Bell Choir

7:45 PM Adult Choir

3
1:00 PM Men's Discussion

Group

4

Roast Beef
Dinner        4-7

p.m.

5
10:00 AM Worship

6 7
7:30 AM Men's Breakfast

8 9
7:00 PM Bell Choir

7:45 PM Adult Choir

10
1:00 PM Men's Discussion

Group

11

12
10:00 AM Worship

13 14
7:30 AM Men's Breakfast

15 16
7:00 PM Bell Choir

7:45 PM Adult Choir

17
1:00 PM Men's Discussion

Group

18
Interfaith Furnishings

19
10:00 AM Worship

20 21
7:30 AM Men's Breakfast

22 23
7:00 PM Bell Choir

7:45 PM Adult Choir

24
1:00 PM Men's Discussion

Group

25

26
10:00 AM Worship

27 28
7:30 AM Men's Breakfast

29 30
7:00 PM Bell Choir

7:45 PM Adult Choir

31
1:00 PM Men's Discussion

Group
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