OCTOBER, 2019
On Sunday, October 6th we will once more be blessed in worship by the music of the Allegro
Strings, this time will the adult musicians.

+++++++

Our annual Church Conference will take place on Saturday,
October 12th at 8:45 a.m. at the Butler UMC at 5 Bartholdi
Avenue in Butler. The meeting will last only about forty minutes.
Afterwards there will be opportunity to worship with members of
other UM congregations who will also be holding their church
conferences. Our new District Superintendent, Rev. Eunice
Vega-Perez will be our worship leader. Eunice served as our seminary student
assistant seventeen years ago for one year.

+++++++
HAM DINNER - Saturday - October 12, 4 to 7 p.m. We'll need help for
this major fundraiser. Help is needed to set up, serve, work in the kitchen
and clean up. Please see Barb Bradley or Connie Keller if you’re interested
in lending a hand. We also need homemade CAKES to serve for
dessert.
Prices are: Adults: $15, Sr. Citizens: $11, Children 6-12 - $6
Doris Bradley has tickets you can buy, or tickets you can sell to your friends!
+++++++
HAPPY APPLE BAZAAR – Saturday, November 2nd --- 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
We’re planning to have our usual jewelry, scarves and hats, bakery, and books.
The rest will be garage sale, hopefully by a few members who would like to sell
some stuff! Small things can be contributed and will be sold at the church table.
Look for further info at church. Speak to Barb or Connie if you would like to
participate. We’ll need homemade bakery and gently used jewelry for this
event as well.
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A sermon preached on September 15th, 2019 based upon Luke 15:110 entitled “The Alternate Universe of the Kingdom of God.
No matter your age, pretty much all of us are familiar with Rod
Sterling’s classic TV show from the fifties and sixties. Each episode told a
different story. The opening minute would conjure up a seemingly mundane
setting with ordinary people. At some point Sterling’s distinctive voice would be
heard briefly summarizing the apparent commonplace nature of what we were
watching, before alerting us that in short order something quite strange and out of
the ordinary would occur, informing us that we had just “entered… the Twilight
Zone.”
These days we have another term for what Sterling was getting at: “an
Alternate Universe.”
Jesus’ parables also invite us to enter into an alternate universe – one that doesn’t make sense
by the assumptions of the world with which we are familiar. But whereas Sterling’s alternative
universes generally had something creepy or sinister to them, the world Jesus invites us to enter
are infused with divine grace.
Somebody should make a TV show with episodes
taking their inspiration from Jesus’ parables.
This morning we heard two episodes. Both begin by
describing commonplace events.
In the first a shepherd is grazing his hundred sheep
in open fields when one wanders away, something that
probably happened routinely in those days. Almost
immediately, however a sense of being in an alternate
universe sets in. Said Jesus, “Which one of you, having a
hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the
ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it?”
Wait a minute. Jesus speaks as if it would be standard practice for a shepherd with one
lost sheep to leave the ninety-nine to go wandering about in the dangerous wilderness – full of
predators and with parts that would be difficult to navigate but where a lost sheep could easily be
trapped — and that the typical shepherd would be willing to carry out such a search not for a day
or two but rather for as long as it takes to find that lost sheep.
His listeners would have thought to themselves, “Wait a minute, no shepherd I know what
do such a thing. It’s not cost-effective. That’s just foolish. A shepherd with any sense would
spend an hour or two scanning the horizon for that lost sheep and then move on – cut the
losses.”
And then the second and third weird things. There would be a fair chance a lost sheep
would end up eaten by a wolf, and yet in the world Jesus is conjuring up, there doesn’t seem to
be any question that eventually the lost sheep WILL be found. And once the lost sheep is found
the shepherd in Jesus’ alternate universe becomes absurdly happy, filled with a joy that he feels
compelled to share with his neighbors, throwing a party that would certainly cost far more than
the lost sheep itself was worth.
That’s just weird.
And then in episode number two the hero of our story is a woman (a weird choice of a
central character in Jesus’ day) who loses one of ten coins – a coin estimated to be worth about a
half day’s wage – who in response to this loss drops everything for a similar all-out search of her
home like the shepherd’s search for his lost sheep — a little less weird than the shepherd’s
wilderness search but nonetheless strange given that it’s not a gold coin and she certainly has
plenty of other chores that need to get done. And again — what’s with this certainty that the lost
coin eventually will get found? I don’t know about you, but I’ve lost plenty of stuff in my house
that no matter how much I search for I’ve never been able to find. And once the woman finds the
lost coin, “she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found
the coin that I had lost.’”
“Rejoice with me” is short for “come to the party I’m going to throw” – a party that will
surely cost a whole lot more than the coin she went to all the trouble to find.
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It’s just weird but in this alternate universe Jesus is inviting us to ponder – also known as
the Kingdom of God – that’s just how things are done, with the understanding being that the lost
sheep and the lost coin represent human beings – particularly human beings we might be
tempted to judge as unworthy of all the effort.
And Jesus makes it clear that this alternate
universe already exists – we just can’t clearly see it yet.
”Just so,” Jesus tells us, “there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who
repents.” Jesus assures us that God’s angels are
whooping it up in heaven whenever somebody turns their
heart towards God. “This is real, folks.” That’s what Jesus
is saying here. “This isn’t just a fantasy world I’m conjuring
up. God’s kingdom is already a reality.” It a realm where
every single person is of infinite worth.
Now Jesus told these two parables in response to
the fact that the Pharisees were taking offence with the company Jesus was keeping —
specifically that he was sharing meals with “sinners and taxcollectors” — and in those days
sharing a meal with somebody was to treat them like family.
The Pharisees often get a bad rap, but actually they really were the most upstanding
folks around in those days. It’s an odd and interesting combination of categories the Pharisees
refer to — “sinners and taxcollectors” — because the two categories of people referenced here
aren’t ones that would often have been found sharing a meal together.
When you hear the word “sinners”, think drug addicts, gang members, thieves, prostitutes
and pimps and such.
When we hear “taxcollectors” think rich people who have made unholy alliances with
powerful political forces who don’t have the public’s best interests at heart. (I spent Friday in
Washington, DC advocating for a justice issue, and it’s safe to say there are plenty of people like
that inside and outside of government.)
The first category might be the sort of people that would come to mind when
conservatives think of bad people who should be shunned, and the second the sort of people that
liberals would focus on as worthy of shaming.
So in one sense the Pharisees are remarkably even handed – they take offence at both
categories of people. But astonishingly, Jesus is keeping the company of both, apparently
succeeding in getting both categories to party together.
There’s another weird thing about these parables
and that involves the word Jesus uses that according to
him is the trigger for all the joy in heaven: “repentance.”
When we think of repentance, we usually think of
somebody full of remorse, taking action to change their
ways.
But you don’t see anything that looks like that in
the lost sheep and the lost coin. They don’t feel bad about
themselves and decide to live a better life. They simply get
found.
The way the Pharisees see things, if Jesus is
keeping the company of sinners and taxcollectors then he should be lecturing them, pointing out
their many moral failings.
But that’s not the impression you get. He’s just loving them – conveying through his
presence that they are of infinite worth to God.
If you think about how people change – how you and I change – generally speaking it
isn’t because someone stood at a distance and told us all the ways our thinking and our behavior
was wrong. No, that sort of thing generally just makes us all the more resistant to changing.
We change because we discover that we are loved – we are treated as though we truly
matter – and in the light of that love we re-evaluate the way we are living our lives and decide to
change.
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So as I begin to wrap this up, I want to reassert that this alternate universe – the kingdom
of God – it’s real, not a fairy tale. Every single person really is of infinite worth, made in the image
of God.
There are times in life when this reality stands out clearly to us.
When we see a newborn baby, for instance there is something inside us that rises up in
joy and says “of course this child is precious, worthy of love” in spite of the fact that the baby
hasn’t done a single thing to earn its keep – it hasn’t accomplished a single thing yet we might
consider worthy of praise. Nonetheless, we instinctively recognize the image of God in the baby.
We see this truth, but as the years pass and this baby transforms
into a surly teenager or an adult who has lost their way in life, somehow
their inherent worth disappears for us.
Strangely, sometimes it is tragedies that open our eyes to the
reality of the Kingdom of God and the fact that all persons are of infinite
worth.
I want to conclude with some words Kassie Dadaian posted on
Facebook this past Wednesday on the anniversary of September 11,
2001.
“I have seen several posts from people assuring others they “will
never forget”. There is not a person above the age of 25 that does not
remember exactly where they were and what they were doing 18 years
ago today. Nor should they. But what about the days, weeks, and months following that day? The
time when it didn’t matter if we were the same as our neighbors. We were all AMERICANS. We
stood next to each other in SUPPORT of one another regardless of gender, race, ethnicity,
sexual orientation, religion, or occupation. Let’s not forget about that either. Maybe then we won’t
have so much hate in the world.”
Remember what those days afterward felt like? For a while we began to act more like
Jesus is described as acting at the outset of our reading. Along with our common grief, there
was this extreme tenderness we felt towards one another, including total strangers, in spite of all
our outward differences. We were all part of one family.
It is a core conviction of our faith that on the day of the terrorist attack, when those three
thousand lives were lost from this world, their “souls” were invited into the eternal joy of the
angels where there is nothing but love. Our calling here one earth is to live like Jesus, and in
doing so catch glimpses of the reality of this alternate universe Jesus called the Kingdom of God.
In the kindness of Jesus,
Pastor Jeff

+++++++

Looking back… we had a speaker from NJ Natural Gas talk to us
about energy efficiency, protecting our environment, safety and
more all while keeping us entertained. Thanks to Lyn Krisa and
Terry Germann for hosting the evening. Next……
…

Wednesday, October 2, 7:00 p.m.

PROGRAM: Parsippany Fire Rescue and Recovery
Refreshments will be served.
Oct. 12 – Annual Conference (8:45 a.m.)
Oct. 12 – Ham Dinner

Oct. 14 – Columbus Day (obs)
Oct. 31 - Halloween

GET WELL wishes to those of you who are ill, and
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to those of you celebrating this month with Diane Anastasi.
God Bless,
Betsy Adams
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Pastor Jeff and his wife Sarah are traveling to Northern Ireland to visit their son
Bobby who is playing professional soccer for Portadown from Monday, October 14th
returning October 29th. Laity Sunday will be held on October 27th. Kassie
Dadaian will give the sermon, with a variety of other members of our church
assisting in leading our worship celebration. Speak to Bob Keller if you would like
to participate.
+++++++
A small group experience entitled "Twenty Touchstones for Traveling the Road of our
Soul’s Journey” has begun meeting in the sanctuary on the first and third Tuesdays of each
month from 7:30 to 9 p.m. and has sixteen participants. The program is developed by our own
Fred Mendez as a tool to grow as followers of Jesus. Fred leads the group with assistance from
Pastor Jeff. If you would like to find out more about the group please speak to Fred or Pastor
Jeff.

+++++++

Pastor Jeff is in the process of finishing this year’s Christmas Play
which will be performed three times: Friday, December 13th at 7 p.m.,
Saturday, December 14th at 7 p.m., and Sunday, December 15th at 6
p.m. There is still opportunity to be a part of this joyful production either
as an actor or behind the scenes. Young and old alike are invited to
speak to Pastor Jeff.
+++++++
Anyone interested in becoming a member of the Parsippany United Methodist Church
where there’s always room in the circle is invited to speak to Pastor Jeff.
+++++++
CHURCH CALENDAR and SCHEDULING EVENTS
The church calendar on our website www.parsippanyumc.org has been updated. If you want to
schedule an event, you need to look at the website calendar to see if the date is available. All
requests for use of the church facilities need to be approved by the trustees, Connie Keller or
Amy Gripp.

+++++++

Anyone aware of a Prayer Concern is invited to contact Doris Bradley at
973-887-3219 who will put the Prayer Chain into action. If Doris cannot be
reached, please contact Pastor Jeff. If you would like to add your name to
the people who receive the prayer chain, please speak to Betty Polen.
+++++++
Our church website is at ParsippanyUMC.org. There you can find all of
Pastor Jeff’s sermons and eulogies, as well as the sermons of Bob Keller.
You can also find all the newsletters, as well as a calendar that gives the
times of events held at the church. You can also find a little church history,
a listing of all the plays we’ve produced at the church, and a summary of the
various church fellowship and mission groups.
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If you aren’t presently on Facebook, consider joining with a secret identity so you can be a
member of the Parsippany United Methodist Church Congregation Group and received day by
day prayer concerns and announcements and other postings regarding the life of our church.
FACEBOOK LIVE – Pastor Jeff has recently done a few Facebook Live broadcasts of the
service. We are looking for someone interested in helping with this endeavor. If you are
interested in furthering the ministries of our church through Live broadcasts, please reach out to
Pastor Jeff.
Anyone interested in taking a turn videotaping our anthems and sermons for Facebook Live is
invited to speak to Pastor Jeff.
Parsippany United Methodist Church is now on Instagram. To find us, search Parsippany_umc

+++++++
A day time men’s discussion group with Pastor Jeff that meets on Fridays at 1 p.m. We
discuss short readings or videos during the 90 minute sessions. Any men available in the day
time are invited to join us.
+++++++
A gathering of men from our church meet together every Tuesday at 7:30 a.m. at the Empire
Diner with Pastor Jeff for breakfast, conversation, and a concluding prayer. All men are welcome.

Our Outreach to Those in Need

+++++++

Our Sunday morning Children’s Offerings are going to support various
mission projects. Thus far this year we’ve been able to make donations to
Habitat for Humanity, CUMAC in Paterson, the Parsippany Food Pantry,
and to support our outreach to Homeless Solutions. We recently collected
contributions to support our own Dawn Kiemel and her upcoming medical
mission trip to the Peruvian Amazon with Healing the Children Northeast to
provide free dental care to hundreds of children who have never had the
opportunity to see a dentist.
Please keep Dawn and her team in your
prayers as they depart October 18th and return October 26th. If you have
ideas regarding mission projects to support, please speak to Tracy Booth,
Anna Christal of Pastor Jeff.

On the second Thursday of every other month our church provides a meal for
the people living temporarily at Homeless Solutions. If you would like to
volunteer as a server, please speak to Laurie Wilken or Connie Wallace. If
you would like to help cook speak Tom Albert or Justin Cogan. Our next
opportunity to serve is Thursday, October 10th.

+++++++
Interfaith Furnishings - Once every three months our church provides
volunteers to assist Interfaith Furnishings in transporting donated furniture
to people living in Morris County who would not be able to otherwise furnish
their homes. Our next Saturday to serve is Saturday, November 16th.
Please speak to Bruce Letsch or Pastor Jeff if you would like to volunteer.
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Newton Barreto offers free math tutoring to elementary school children on Thursdays at 5:15
p.m. at the Lake Hiawatha Library and on Wednesdays at 5:45 p.m. at the Van Buren Branch
Library in Newark. Please speak to Newton if you would to join him in serving young people in
need.
+++++++
On the third Thursday of every month Pastor Jeff leads a worship service at Troy Hills
Center at 10:30 a.m. If you would like to share in this ministry to the people living in a nursing
home, please join us. Speak to Pastor Jeff, Pat Winz, Andee Mihalko or Charlie Kinsley if you
would like more information. Our next service is Thursday, October 17th.
+++++++
We are grateful for our two volunteers serving in the church office. On Tuesdays Betsy Adams
is there from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and on Wednesdays Pat Winz is there from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. If
you have a question about the church, feel free to call them at these times. Anyone interested in
serving our church by spending a couple of hours on Monday or Thursday in the office to answer
the phone and do simple office tasks as they arise are invited to speak to Pastor Jeff or Betsy
Adams.
+++++++
To make it easier for the Congregation to keep up with their financial
pledges to the Church, a PayPal and Credit Card link has been added
to the PUMC Homepage. If you've never used PayPal before, it's an
easy and secure way to send a payment over the Internet. You can use your bank account or a
credit card to make your payment, and PayPal takes a small transaction fee. For more
information or a quick demonstration on how to use this new tool, please speak with Justin
Cogan.
+++++++

BORROWING CHURCH FURNITIRE

We are very fortunate to have an honest and trusting congregation, and we are fortunate to be
able to loan some tables and chairs to our church family as needed. Our supply of chairs is
getting smaller and smaller and it is now necessary to keep a more accurate count of our
equipment. Going forward if you would like to borrow chairs or tables from the church, please
speak to one of the trustees. You will need to tell them what you are borrowing, how many of that
item and when you will return the items.
Our trustees are: Amy Gripp, Bob Laux, Connie
Keller, Steve Blake, Tom Albert, Bill Gripp, and Ian Crawford. Thank you for your cooperation.
+++++++
Parsippany Emergency Food Pantry - Wes Sitgreaves has called to our
attention the ongoing need of the Emergency Food Pantry in Parsippany in
these difficult economic times. You can bring your donations of non-perishable
food items to the church any Sunday. Wes takes the food over as the bin gets
filled up. Supermarket gift cards are also welcome - buy them from Betty
Polen and raise money for the church at the same time!!! This is a very easy
way to give back to the less-fortunate in our own township.

+++++++

FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR ON SPECIAL OCCASIONS – If you want
to remember or honor a special occasion in your life by putting flowers
on the altar, please get in touch with Connie Keller. You are certainly
welcome at any time to place flowers on the altar. If you want an
announcement in the bulletin, please call Connie Keller or send her an
email with the dedication. Contact information: Connie’s cell: 973-5685404: home: 973-887-4384: email: connie@mhmlender.com
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Consider becoming a part of one or more of our Musical Groups here
at church:
Bell Choir – rehearses Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. If you are interested in
joining us, please speak to Barb Bradley or Aimee Letsch - or just show up
on Thursday and see what happens!
Choir – rehearses Thursdays at 7:45 p.m. We always have an "open
robe" for anyone who loves to sing. We sing in 4-part harmony, so if
you've sung in your high school chorus or any other equivalent, you have
a great start! Speak to any choir member or Barb Bradley if you're
interested.

Oct. 6
Lamentations 1:1-6
2 Timothy 1:1-14
Luke 17:5-10

1st
1st
3rd
5th
6th
8th
9th
9th
10th
11th
12th

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR OCTOBER
Oct. 13
Jeremiah 29:1,4-7
2 Timothy 2:8-15
Luke 17:11-19

Oct. 20
Jeremiah 31:27-34
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
Luke 18:1-8

Oct. 27
Joel 2:23-32
2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18
Luke 18:9-14

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

Betsy O’Grady
Tyler Mortensen
Linda Routhier
Spandan Patel
Diane Anastasi
June Schnetzer
Jean Montecuollo
Charles Nye
Keith Hawkins
Bert Morris
Nicole Dadaian

10th
17th

12th
12th
14th
16th
18th
19th
23rd
24th
25th
26th
30th

Abigail Dadaian
Madilynn Dadaian
Jahn Schnetzer
Mark Chauhan
Donroy Gounaud
Brenden Laux
Devin Bradley
Carrie Correale
Kathy Isaacks
Muriel Christal
Alyssa Letsch

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES
Kathy & Henry Isaacks
Rev. Jeff & Sarah Edwards

Our remarkable Fred Schlosshauer came through 5 bi-pass surgery on
August 15th at the age of 91. After six weeks of rehab Fred is back at home.
Fred would welcome donations of meals (low salt please) to tide him
over till he is back to full strength. Before long, Fred will be back to
serving as our church treasurer as he has done for well over 50 years.
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