DECEMBER, 2019
HANGING OF THE GREENS – Saturday, Nov. 30 at 10:00 am. Morning
refreshments will be provided! If you have any questions, please reach
out to Connie Keller 973-568-5404 or connie@mhmlender.com
+++++++
The children of the Allegro Music Academy will once more bless us with the gift of their music
during worship on the December 1st, the First Sunday in Advent.
+++++++
For the eleventh year our church will produce an original full length play written by Pastor Jeff
with a cast of over thirty persons. This year’s play is entitled, “The Lambs are Frightened; They
Need to Know.” Performances are December 13th and 14th at 7 p.m. and December 15th at 6
p.m. Please see the flier attached elsewhere in the newsletter.
+++++++
During worship on the fourth Sunday in Advent, December 22nd our choir will
present their Cantata and our children will perform a Christmas pageant.
Anyone who would like to be in the pageant is invited to come out on Saturday,
December 21st for our one and only rehearsal.
+++++++
Join us on Christmas Eve at 7 p.m. for our traditional family friendly
candle light service. Invite your friends as we celebrate the Light that
shines in the deepest darkness with the birth of the babe of Bethlehem.
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This year Connie Keller will be taking orders for poinsettias until
Dec. 8. Order forms will be included in the bulletins for the first 3
Sundays of Advent. The poinsettias are placed on the altar Dec. 15
and traditionally stay on the altar until after the Christmas Eve
service. If you would like to make a monetary donation (instead of
ordering poinsettias), it will be used to provide flowers for the
Christmas season. If you have any questions please call me. Connie Keller 973-887-4384
+++++++
Looking back… All business for 2020 is completed. Next……

Wednesday, December 4, 6:30 p.m.
PROGRAM: Pot Luck Supper – Bring a dish to feed 8 – let
Karen Wilk know what your dish is.
Officer Installation and Christmas Party Gift Game
Bring a wrapped gift – approx. $10 – with your name on it.
The recipient of your gift will pray for you all year.
The annual group photo will be taken.

All women in the church family are invited to join us.

Dec. 1 – 1st Sunday in Advent
Dec. 7 – Pearl Harbor Day

Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve
Dec. 25 – Christmas Day
Dec. 31 – New Year’s Eve

GET WELL wishes to those of you who are ill, and
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to those of you celebrating this month with Jean Sakelakos and Terri Ferriss.
God Bless,
Betsy Adams
+++++++
A sermon preached on November 17th, 2019 based upon Isaiah 43:1-3a on
the occasion of the baptism of LilyAnn Hope Bryant, entitled “It Takes
Courage to Be a Parent.”
Our lives are full of wonder and mystery, but
in the unavoidable tedium of the daily grind of life we
become deaf and blind to life’s inherent wonder and
mystery. Boredom and monotony sets in. We harden
our hearts to survive.
But I know Heather and Steve will agree
with me when I say that one place where a sense of
awe awakens before the mystery of life and with it
the softening of our hardened hearts is with the birth of a child.
Parents gaze at this precious bundle of life and ask: How is it that this
child exists – this child of which there was no trace just nine months
earlier? Where did she come from?
A parent contemplating their newborn child feels as though
they are witnessing a miracle and often describe the moment as
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providing their greatest clarity that God exists. There is an instinctive sense of finding oneself
absolutely humbled.
In the marvelous poetry of the first chapter of the Bible God is depicted over the course
of six days creating all that exists out of nothingness. At the end of each day God steps back to
look at what God has created and calls it “good.” The creation evolves an ever increasing
complexity that reaches it’s pinnacle when on the sixth day God creates a human being, wherein
God gazes upon all God has created and declares it not just “good”, but “very good.”
The human beings created on the sixth day are described as “made in the image and
likeness of God.” I suspect the ancient Biblical author who coined this expression was inspired by
the Holy Spirit as he or she gazed upon a newborn baby.
Every parent of a newborn child re-experiences what the ancient author perceived -- an
absolute sense of “goodness” – a clarity that this child is “good” not because of anything the child
has accomplished or will possibly one day accomplish but because it is endowed with an innate
goodness -- an inherent sacred value.
In that moment there is an awareness that before this child takes on any other
identities its original identity is that of a child of God.
And yet along with this overwhelming awareness of goodness in the birth of a child,
another awareness comes close on its heels and that is the consciousness of goodness’s
opposite, the reality of evil.
The questions asked of Heather and Steve and of all of us before we baptized LilyAnn
Hope revolved around the struggle between good and evil and God's call to commit ourselves to
turn toward goodness and away from evil; towards the light and away from the darkness.
Some evil is strikes us as undeniably obvious: the evil of Hitler, the evil of the terrorist
attacks on 9/11. But much of the evil that threatens us is far
more subtle and the daily grind of life often distracts us from
recognizing it.
In the second creation story in Genesis 2 and 3 we
hear about how the first couple was seduced by the subtlety
of evil, accepting the lies the Evil One and in turn becoming
liars themselves.
We live in a culture where we have become
increasingly comfortable with not telling the truth – with telling
lies. It’s dangerous to souls and dangerous to communities.
There are lies embedded in our culture that deceive us regarding where our true worth
as persons is found.
For girls and women these lies often come in the message that their worth is found not
in their identity as a child of God, but rather from being pretty – from being desirable in the eyes
of males. This lie leads to a preoccupation with their appearance and a constant comparison and
competition with others. It can lead to a failure to develop the gifts God has given them because
nothing else seems to matter by comparison to one’s appearance. And worst of all it leads to
self-loathing regarding their bodies because invariably all women fall short of the cultural ideals
regarding physical beauty.
For boys the lies tend to come in the message that our worth is tied up in our capacity
to always come out on top – to devalue cooperation in favor of coming out victorious in
competition. It comes in the message that we should never show weakness or vulnerability -that “big boys don’t cry.” It teaches us to harden our hearts and avoid intimacy, losing touch with
our feelings and deepest longings.
These lies are so deeply a part of our culture that on our own we cannot help but take
them to heart and be poisoned by them. Alone, it’s hard to stand up to these lies and this is why
we always baptize babies with the whole church gathered: we need the support of one another to
distinguish between the truth and the lies.
And so this day together we call out these lies as we baptize LilyAnn, reminding
ourselves from whence our true worth really comes: from God’s constant love for us -- God’s
delight in the uniqueness in which God has created each one of us.
The myriad threats of evil to the body and soul of LilyAnn are quite real and so I want
call attention to the extraordinary courage required by Heather and Steve – indeed, all parents to
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raise up a child in this world.
Even as a parent gazes at their newborn baby and is awakened to awe and wonder,
there is another emotion that typically arises along side it and
that is terror. The utter helplessness of the baby is so vividly
on display. The baby will surely die without the parents’
constant care and attention. And even if the child should
survive the physical threats of this world to live a long life, this
too we know for sure: in the course of her journey the child will
experience times of excruciating suffering because such is the
nature of the journey that awaits them. It won’t be an easy
ride. A lot of the suffering will come from outside them, but a
big part of the pain they endure will be the consequence of
their own bad choices -- the truth expressed in that second creation story -- and the parent who
cannot help but love the child with all their heart will suffer all these things alongside the child.
And so yes, it takes courage to be a parent.
I chose this morning’s verses from the prophet Isaiah to inspire courage in Heather and
Steve and all of us on this daunting journey that is life. Let’s listen again to a few of the lines as
God addresses us directly:
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not
overwhelm you… For I am the Lord your God.”
Earlier during the children’s sermon I talked with our children about two of the
meanings of the water with which we baptized LilyAnn. Water symbolizes life. Water symbolizes
the cleansing of forgiveness.
There is a third meaning to the water of baptism and
that is death, specifically, death by drowning. We are reminded
of Jesus who willingly entered death for our sake and of the
miracle of his resurrection. The water reminds us that LilyAnn is
baptized into Jesus’ death and resurrection.
So we also proclaim this day that there is nothing that
can separate us from the love of God – nothing in this life, nor
death itself. Heather and Steve, as you encounter the terror that
is a part of parenting remember this truth as well, and try as best
you can – daily, hourly, and even at times minute by minute -- to hand your fears over to the God
whose love is more powerful than everything that threatens us, even death itself. A life that has
succumbed to fear is a life that has succumbed to evil. In the end, it is our love, not our fear that
we want to define us, not only in parenting, but in all that we do in whatever time is allotted to us
here on earth.
In the kindness of Jesus,
Pastor Jeff
+++++++
A small group experience entitled "Twenty Touchstones for Traveling the Road of our
Soul’s Journey” is meeting in the prayer chapel on the first and third Tuesdays of each month
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. The program is developed by our own Fred Mendez as a tool to grow as
followers of Jesus. Fred leads the group with assistance from Pastor Jeff. If you would like to
find out more about the group please speak to Fred or Pastor Jeff. In December meetings will be
held on December 3rd and 17th.

+++++++
Anyone interested in becoming a member of the Parsippany United Methodist Church
where there’s always room in the circle is invited to speak to Pastor Jeff.
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At the Special Session of the Greater New Jersey Annual Conference
held Saturday, October 26 both Greg Elbin and Steve Blake were on
hand to represent our congregation. (I was in Ireland with my family
visiting our son Bobby.) The Annual Conference voted overwhelmingly
to adopt the recommendation of a commission set up by Bishop Schol
following the divisive Special General Conference (the gathering of
delegates from the worldwide United Methodist Church) last April. We
rejoice that the action taken Saturday allows local congregations such
as our own to be fully open and affirming to LGBTQ persons.
I am very grateful for the leadership of Bishop Schol who said at Saturday's Special
Annual Conference, “I will not participate in the ongoing harm and division of our church. I will not
participate in excluding faithful United Methodists, faithful and fruitful LGBTQ United Methodists
from serving God. I will not prevent caring, loving LGBTQ people who in the United Methodist
tradition want to enter into a covenant with God and one another."
Although there remain clergy and laity in our conference who oppose the action taken
Saturday, an estimated 80% of the delegates present adopted the recommendation of the
commission which essentially allows local churches to follow their own conscience. A pathway
was affirmed that would allow dissenting churches to leave the Annual Conference without losing
their property.
+++++++
Anyone aware of a Prayer Concern is invited to contact Doris Bradley at
973-887-3219 who will put the Prayer Chain into action. If Doris cannot be
reached, please contact Pastor Jeff. If you would like to add your name to
the people who receive the prayer chain, please speak to Betty Polen.
+++++++
Our church website is at ParsippanyUMC.org. There you can find all of
Pastor Jeff’s sermons and eulogies, as well as the sermons of Bob Keller.
You can also find all the newsletters, as well as a calendar that gives the
times of events held at the church. You can also find a little church history,
a listing of all the plays we’ve produced at the church, and a summary of the
various church fellowship and mission groups.

If you aren’t presently on Facebook, consider joining with a secret identity so you can be a
member of the Parsippany United Methodist Church Congregation Group and received day by
day prayer concerns and announcements and other postings regarding the life of our church.
FACEBOOK LIVE – Pastor Jeff has recently done a few Facebook Live broadcasts of the
service. We are looking for someone interested in helping with this endeavor. If you are
interested in furthering the ministries of our church through Live broadcasts, please reach out to
Pastor Jeff.
Anyone interested in taking a turn videotaping our anthems and sermons for Facebook Live is
invited to speak to Pastor Jeff.
Parsippany United Methodist Church is now on Instagram. To find us, search Parsippany_umc
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CHURCH CALENDAR and SCHEDULING EVENTS
The church calendar on our website www.parsippanyumc.org has been updated. If you want to
schedule an event, you need to look at the website calendar to see if the date is available. All
requests for use of the church facilities need to be approved by the trustees, Connie Keller or
Amy Gripp.

+++++++
A day time men’s discussion group with Pastor Jeff that meets on Fridays at 1 p.m. We
discuss short readings or videos during the 90 minute sessions. Any men available in the day
time are invited to join us.
+++++++
A gathering of men from our church meet together every Tuesday at 7:30 a.m. at the Empire
Diner with Pastor Jeff for breakfast, conversation, and a concluding prayer. All men are welcome.

+++++++

Our Outreach to Those in Need
Our Sunday morning Children’s Offering is going to support various mission outreaches. In
recent weeks we’ve raised money for the Parsippany Food Pantry, Morris Habitat for Humanity,
our church’s outreach to Homeless Solutions, a local family in desperate straits, and to support
Dawn Kiemel in her medical mission trip to help 500 children in the jungles of Peru who have
never been to a dentist before. If you have ideas regarding mission projects to support, please
speak to Tracy Booth, Anna Christal or Pastor Jeff.

+++++++
On the second Thursday of every other month our church provides a meal for
the people living temporarily at Homeless Solutions. If you would like to
volunteer as a server, please speak to Laurie Wilken or Connie Wallace. If
you would like to help cook speak Tom Albert or Justin Cogan. Our next
opportunity to serve is Thursday, December 12th.

+++++++
Interfaith Furnishings - Once every three months our church provides
volunteers to assist Interfaith Furnishings in transporting donated furniture
to people living in Morris County who would not be able to otherwise furnish
their homes. Our next Saturday to serve is Saturday, February 29th.
Please speak to Bruce Letsch or Pastor Jeff if you would like to volunteer.

Newton Barreto offers free math tutoring to elementary school children on Thursdays at 5:15
p.m. at the Lake Hiawatha Library and on Wednesdays at 5:45 p.m. at the Van Buren Branch
Library in Newark. Please speak to Newton if you would to join him in serving young people in
need.
+++++++
On the third Thursday of every month Pastor Jeff leads a worship service at Troy Hills
Center at 10:30 a.m. If you would like to share in this ministry to the people living in a nursing
home, please join us. Speak to Pastor Jeff, Pat Winz, Andee Mihalko or Charlie Kinsley if you
would like more information. Our next service is Thursday, December 19th.
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We are grateful for our two volunteers serving in the church office. On Tuesdays Betsy Adams
is there from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and on Wednesdays Pat Winz is there from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. If
you have a question about the church, feel free to call them at these times. Anyone interested in
serving our church by spending a couple of hours on Monday or Thursday in the office to answer
the phone and do simple office tasks as they arise are invited to speak to Pastor Jeff or Betsy
Adams.
+++++++
To make it easier for the Congregation to keep up with their financial
pledges to the Church, a PayPal and Credit Card link has been added
to the PUMC Homepage. If you've never used PayPal before, it's an
easy and secure way to send a payment over the Internet. You can use your bank account or a
credit card to make your payment, and PayPal takes a small transaction fee. For more
information or a quick demonstration on how to use this new tool, please speak with Justin
Cogan.
+++++++

BORROWING CHURCH FURNITIRE
We are very fortunate to have an honest and trusting congregation, and we are fortunate to be
able to loan some tables and chairs to our church family as needed. Our supply of chairs is
getting smaller and smaller and it is now necessary to keep a more accurate count of our
equipment. Going forward if you would like to borrow chairs or tables from the church, please
speak to one of the trustees. You will need to tell them what you are borrowing, how many of that
item and when you will return the items.
Our trustees are: Amy Gripp, Bob Laux, Connie
Keller, Steve Blake, Tom Albert, Bill Gripp, and Ian Crawford. Thank you for your cooperation.
+++++++
Parsippany Emergency Food Pantry - Wes Sitgreaves has called to our
attention the ongoing need of the Emergency Food Pantry in Parsippany in
these difficult economic times. You can bring your donations of non-perishable
food items to the church any Sunday. Wes takes the food over as the bin gets
filled up. Supermarket gift cards are also welcome. This is a very easy way to
give back to the less-fortunate in our own township.

+++++++
FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR ON SPECIAL OCCASIONS – If you want
to remember or honor a special occasion in your life by putting flowers
on the altar, please get in touch with Connie Keller. You are certainly
welcome at any time to place flowers on the altar. If you want an
announcement in the bulletin, please call Connie Keller or send her an
email with the dedication. Contact information: Connie’s cell: 973-5685404: home: 973-887-4384: email: connie@mhmlender.com
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Consider becoming a part of one or more of our Musical Groups here
at church:
Bell Choir – rehearses Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. If you are interested in
joining us, please speak to Barb Bradley or Aimee Letsch - or just show up
on Thursday and see what happens!
Choir – rehearses Thursdays at 7:45 p.m. We always have an "open
robe" for anyone who loves to sing. We sing in 4-part harmony, so if
you've sung in your high school chorus or any other equivalent, you have
a great start! Speak to any choir member or Barb Bradley if you're
interested.

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR DECEMBER
Dec. 1
Isaiah 2:1-5
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44

Dec. 8
Isaiah 11:1-10
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

Dec. 15
Isaiah 35:1-10
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

Dec. 22
Isaiah 7:10-16
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25

Dec. 29
Isaiah 63:7-9
Hebrews 2:10-18
Matthew 2:13-23

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

5th
6th
9th
14th
14th
16th
20th

Andrew Edwards
Niken Patel
Sean O’Grady
Gloria Gounaud
Claudia Bartek
Jessica Colletto
Jennifer Savarin

20th
24th
24th
25th
26th
31st
31st

Marissa Raier
Linda Winz
Deana Larsen
Keith Sakelakos
Jean Sakelakos
Flora Dierbach
Kassie Dadaian
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For the eleventh consecutive year

The Theater Ministry
of the

Parsippany United Methodist Church
presents another original Christmas play
written and directed by Jeff Edwards entitled

Friday,
December
13th @ 7 pm
Saturday,
December
14th @ 7 pm
Sunday,
December
15th @ 6 pm

A multi-media production by a cast of all ages for an audience of all ages.
Cast: Austin Atkinson, Lori Atkinson, Sophia Atkinson, Garet Belanus, Karissa Deeks-Bramley,
Liz Cogan, Jeff Edwards, Abigail Dadaian, Kassie Dadaian, Madilynn Dadaian, Nicole Dadaian,
Maidie Erickson, Ryan Erickson, Terry Germann, Anna Larsen, Maggie Letsch, Conrad Roelofs,
Eric Roelofs, Garin Roelofs, Maya Roelofs, Jake Mathies, Kaia Mihalko, Katie Mihalko, Mary
Mihalko, Spandan Patel, Jean Sakelakos, Amber Schnetzer, RJ Schnetzer, Eleanor Soriano, Karen
Wilk, and Richard Witter.

Admission is free;
there will be a free will offering to
support Homeless Solutions.

903 South Beverwyck Road
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