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SEPTEMBER, 2021 

In light of the rising numbers of Covid cases resulting from the highly contagious Delta strain, the 
Administrative Council decided to postpone the start of Coffee Hour and other in-person meetings 
at the church building until at least October.  The original date for the Roast Beef Dinner in 
September is being moved out til at least November. Choir is also being postponed. 
Attending worship remains the same ---- although masks are suggested once again in the 
sanctuary. 
For the same reasons, the Administrative Council decided to postpone the start of Sunday School 
until at least October. Children continue to be welcome to attend in person worship with their 
parents.   Each Sunday I have a special time specifically for our children in the worship service.   

 
In spite of the pandemic, once again we will celebrate the Blessing of 
the Backpacks as a reminder that God goes with our children, our 
youth and teachers as they begin a new year of school.  We will do so 
in worship on both September 5th and September 12th.  Packets are 
being put together for our Sunday School children that will include a 
blessing badge for the backpack and some Sunday School materials 

to work with on Sunday mornings in September, including the Bible Story I will be using for my 
children's time each Sunday.   
At the end of September, we will reassess the viability of starting up Sunday School in October. 
We are so looking forward to the day when Sunday School can resume! 
 

Recently on two occasions, Deana 
on piano, Shreyal on guitar and 
vocals, June on accordion, Mary on 
guitar and vocals, Spandan on 
percussion, Tracy and Jo on vocals 
have joined me on my banjo and 
harmonica to enjoy making music 
together with an eye to performing in 

worship. Our first public appearance will be Sunday, September 5th in 
worship. 
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Church Offerings: 
If you are more comfortable attending worship online, or live at a distance, please try to keep your 
pledge up to date. You can send your pledge to the church.  The address is: 
Parsippany United Methodist Church 
903 So. Beverwyck Rd. 
Parsippany, NJ 07054 
You can also use our PayPal link ---  
 

To make it easier for the Congregation to keep up with their financial 
pledges to the Church, a PayPal link has been added to the PUMC 
Homepage.  If you've never used PayPal before, it's an easy and secure 

way to send a payment over the Internet.  You can use your bank account or a credit card to 
make your payment, and PayPal takes a small transaction fee.  For more information or a quick 
demonstration on how to use this new tool, please speak with Justin Cogan. You can use this 
link:  https://www.paypal.me/parsippanyumc 
 
  
Contributions are always welcome to Pastor Jeff’s Discretionary Fund through which he assists 
people in our community with emergency financial needs.  The Fund is presently low and your 
generosity has always been appreciated. 

+ + + + + + + 
 
 

A sermon preached on June 27th, 2021 based upon Mark 5:21-43, entitled 
“Healing Is Found in Bringing Our Whole Truth Before God.” 

This is a compelling story -- one 
I’ve preached on at least twenty times.  
I always marvel how when I spend time 
with a Gospel story, I inevitably hear 
something new.  It’s mysterious really – 
the place I most commonly encounter 
the Holy Spirit. 

This week my attention was 
captured by a detail in the story I’d never paid much attention to.  It occurs after 
the woman with the flow of blood has touched Jesus and been made whole.  In 

the eyes of everybody else present, Jesus should be in a hurry to get to the synagogue leader 
Jairus’ house where his little daughter is dying. Nonetheless, Jesus stops, turns around and asks, 
“Who touched me?” 

In the mind of the disciples this is a foolish question – there’s a great crowd of people 
following along and many have been touching him. But Jesus felt power called forth from his body 
by a particular person and he is insistent on finding out who this person 
is. 

And then comes the detail that caught my attention: The woman 
who has been healed of her affliction “fell down before him, and told him 
the whole truth.”  

The whole truth. 
Truth is a word that gets used in a variety of different ways, but 

in this instance, the truth being spoken of is this woman’s particular truth 
– the unique story she alone can tell of how she had suffered for twelve 
long years -- the discouragement and impoverishment that resulted from 
her illness, the loneliness and isolation and shame she endured through 
the years because the religious laws declared her to be ritually unclean, 
her touch contaminating others, rendering them unclean as well. 

Her truth includes the fact that as one deemed “unclean” she was not welcomed in God’s 
house – the synagogue – nor was she permitted to be out in public amid crowds of people. 

https://www.paypal.me/parsippanyumc
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Her truth also included this peculiar but compelling idea that recently had gotten a hold of 
her – an idea surely planted in her head by the Holy Spirit, or what Wesley would have called 
prevenient grace – that if she could just touch the hem of the garment of this mysterious man 
named Jesus that everyone was talking about, she would finally be made whole. 

This sort of truth isn’t a generalized truth – it’s the distinct truth each of us has, our unique 
story, arising from our unique soul.  Although every soul has the capacity to love no two souls are 
exactly alike in how they express that love, and no two stories are the same. 

Our stories, our particular truths truly matter.  
In pausing to listen to the woman tell “her whole truth”, Jesus 

emphasized the importance of each of us claiming our personal truth.  
In doing so, the woman found a healing that went beyond her physical 
affliction. 

But that raises the question, what about “absolute” truth – the 
truth that is universal, applicable in all times and places? The sort of 
truth presumably we are supposed to be about here in the church. 

 There surely is something called “absolute truth” and yet it 
something that requires some care and humility to speak about 
because the concept of absolute truth can easily be abused. 

It is striking that the only other time in the Gospel of Mark 
where the word “truth” occurs, it is on the lips of Jesus’ adversaries – 
and they have in mind an “absolute truth” that can be used as a sledge 

hammer. 
It occurs towards the end of the Gospel, when Jesus is teaching the crowds in the 

Temple. Jesus’ adversaries approach him, hoping to trip him up in front of the crowds that are so 
attracted to him.  They begin with what sounds like praise: ‘Teacher,” they say, “we know that you 
are sincere, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality, but teach 
the way of God in accordance with truth.” 

Notice their emphasis on the notion that the absolute truth of God is impartial -- a truth 
that does not care about anybody’s particular story or “truth.”  This is truth as unchanging laws 
applicable in all times and places. In this instance, they want Jesus to speak absolute truth 
regarding the question, “Does God want us to pay taxes to Rome, or not?”  -- they want him to 
give them a simple yes or no.  It’s what we might call a “booby trap” because a simple yes or no 
to this question would blow things up. 

The sort of so-called absolute truth they are pressing Jesus to 
provide is akin to the so-called absolute truth that had rendered that 
poor, suffering woman unclean, unwelcome for twelve long years.  

The one Gospel in which the word “truth” occurs often is John’s 
Gospel, where we hear Jesus say, “I am the way, the truth and the life.” 
It’s striking that Jesus didn’t say “I am here to ‘tell’ you the truth.” 

No, Jesus himself is the truth.  And the only commandment the 
man who is truth gave us was that we are to love one another as he has 
loved us. 

The absolute Truth of the one who is love meets us in the whole 
truth of our particular lives, our unique stories.   Healing comes only by 
claiming our personal truth before God and the world. 

Which is why it is so significant that Jesus took the time to find out who touched him -- 
took the time to listen and affirm her unique story.  It was not a story of shame, rather it was a 
story of perseverance and faith.  
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Jairus also had a story.  He was very respected, dignified member of the community – a 
leader in the synagogue – one who probably under normal circumstances would have kept his 

distance from Jesus because the scribes and Pharisees considered 
his teachings dangerous – in particular, his unwillingness to buy into 
what they saw as the Absolute Truth of the Law.  Jairus was a 
respected leader in the community, but he was also a father, and 
recently his beloved daughter had gotten deathly sick. And now in this 
moment there is nothing more important than to find healing for his 
daughter, and this leads Jairus to do something he has never done 
before – indeed, never imagined himself doing – which is to run, push 
through the crowd, and fall on his knees before another man – 
acknowledging publicly for all to see his desperate need.  This is 
Jairus’ truth in the present moment, a moment in which there is no 
space for shame, and healing comes only in owning this truth as he 
lets go of the pride he had cherished in order to plea in utter humility 
for Jesus to heal his daughter. 

Our particular truths shouldn’t be hidden under a bushel, in the darkness of shame, the 
way the supposed Absolute Truth of the religious laws compelled the woman to hide out in the 
shadows. 

No.  Claim your whole truth.  Don’t try to be somebody God didn’t mean you to be. 
We are at the end of Gay Pride month.  Oftentimes in the past the Church has looked at 

a handful of passages in the Bible that on the surface seem to be dealing with homosexuality, 
none of which come from the lips of Jesus and have claimed from them an Absolute truth of the 
Law that overrides all personal truths.  All too often the church has been – as the synagogue was 
for that isolated, suffering woman – a place where Gay people aren’t welcome, where the 
message is, “We’re not interested in hearing your personal story, your whole truth.  We are here 
to tell you the Absolute truth of Biblical Law and command you to conform to it.”  

No matter that the only commandment the one who is Absolute Truth gave us is that we 
are to love one another as he loves us. 

Every time a person claims the truth of their God-given sexuality, a healing takes place. 
So, I’ve been studying the life and teachings of John 

Wesley with some of you.  It’s interesting that Wesley made a 
distinctive contribution to understanding the process by which 
the Church discerns “truth.”  Up until Wesley, there were three 
sources that were recognized. The first and primary source was 
Scripture, followed by tradition and reason. 

Wesley added another source:  Experience.  
Martin Luther didn’t trust experience as a guide to truth.  He thought it would get in the 

way of discerning the Absolute Truth of the Bible.  But the truth is, all of us read the Bible through 
the lens of our own personal experience, our own personal truth, whether we acknowledge it or 
not. 

You know that saying I love so: “Be kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a hard battle.” 
That hidden, hard battle matters, and we should honor the unseen battles of others. It is a part of 
their truth. 

For John Wesley, the wondrous love that Jesus revealed was 
the key to interpreting the Bible.  His brother Charles wrote a beautiful 
hymn that is based upon the strange story in Genesis in which Jacob, 
returning home after 20 years spends a long night on the shore of 
Jabbok River wrestling with this unseen stranger – a hard battle with a 
mysterious combatant who is in some sense God.  It’s truly a strange 
story of a great wrestling match in which Jacob perseveres, much like 
the woman with the flow of blood 12 years persevered, refusing to give 
up.  Through the long night Jacob clings to the mysterious opponent for 
dear life.  As daybreak approaches, the one with whom Jacob is 
wrestling demands he let go.  
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But Jacob refuses, saying he will not let go of the great mystery until he receives from 
him a blessing. 

Charles Wesley uses this strange story as a metaphor for our struggle to know the one 
who gave us life.  In the third verse, Jacob cries out, “Yield to me now, for I am weak, but 
confident in self-despair!  Speak to my heart, in blessing speak, be conquered by my instant 
prayer.” 

So let me bring my sermon to an end, as we sing together the final verse of Charles 
Wesley’s beautiful hymn, “Come, O Thou Traveler Unknown”, as Jacob discovers the identity of 
the adversary, the one who is Absolute Truth. 

‘Tis Love!  ‘tis Love!  Thou diedst   for me, I hear  thy whisper in  my heart.  The morning 
breaks,  the shadows flee,  pure Universal  Love  thou art.    To me, to all, thy mercies move – thy 
nature and thy name is Love. 

 
In the kindness of Jesus,  
Pastor Jeff 

+ + + + + + + 
 

Anyone aware of a Prayer Concern is invited to contact Doris Bradley at 
973-887-3219 who will put the Prayer Chain into action.  If Doris cannot be 
reached, please contact Pastor Jeff.  If you would like to add your name to 
the people who receive the prayer chain, please speak to Betty Polen. 
 
                           

+ + + + + + + 
 
Anyone interested in becoming a member of the Parsippany United Methodist Church,  
where there’s always room in the circle, is invited to speak to Pastor Jeff.  
 

+ + + + + + + 
 
Looking back… We had the chance to meet in July at Ladies Night 
Out.  I’m so happy so many of us were able to be together as we 
had to cancel August due to the large number of people wanting to 

gather and the rise of the Covid Delta Variant. 
 
Next…… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sept. 6 – Labor Day Sept. 12 – Grandparent’s Day 
Sept. 11 – Patriot’s Day Sept. 22 – 1st Day of Autumn 
 
GET WELL wishes to those of you who are ill, and 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to those of you celebrating this month with Betsy Adams, Connie Keller, 
Connie Wallace and Pat Winz. 
 
God Bless,      
Betsy Adams 
betsyadams@live.com                        

  
 

Wednesday, SEPTEMBER 1st – 7 P.M. 
We will have a short business meeting and then our very own Darryl Sokolowski and 

David Kinsley will be presenting their vacation, including photos, of Dubai. 
We will once again be meeting on Zoom, so if you are not a member of UMW and 

would like to attend, please email me at the address below so a link can be 
sent to you. 

 

mailto:betsyadams@live.com
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=Ta8WttO7&id=FD5F2618107D160D375905FD95DF00FFE61978A1&thid=OIP.Ta8WttO7-WrUZcHPUCO2tQHaBI&mediaurl=http://courthousecommunityumc.org/filerequest/1611&exph=107&expw=695&q=united+methodist+women&simid=608019856786984922&selectedIndex=13�
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HOLD THESE DATES: 
Saturday, October 16th – Garage Sale 
November ???? – Roast Beef Dinner 
 
 
 

+ + + + + + + 
 

On August 14th we baptized Genevieve Lee Routhier. 
Genevieve is the daughter of Bart and Natasha 
Routhier – our first baptism since the pandemic began!  
Genevieve is a part of our circle of love in Christ’s 
family.  During the baptism we all made the following 
vow on behalf of Genevieve and her parents:  With 

God's help we will proclaim the good news and live according to 
the example of Christ. We will surround these persons with a 
community of love and forgiveness, that they may grow in their 
trust of God, and be found faithful in their service to others. We 
will pray for them, that they may be true disciples who walk in the 
way that leads to life.  
 

+ + + + + + + 
 
CHURCH CALENDAR and SCHEDULING EVENTS 
The church calendar on our website  www.parsippanyumc.org  has been updated. If you want to 
schedule an event, you need to look at the website calendar to see if the date is available.   All 
requests for use of the church facilities need to be approved by the trustees, Connie Keller or 
Amy Gripp.  

+ + + + + + + 
 

FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR ON SPECIAL OCCASIONS – If you want 
to remember or honor a special occasion in your life by putting flowers on 
the altar, please get in touch with Connie Keller.  You are certainly 
welcome at any time to place flowers on the altar.  If you want an 
announcement in the bulletin, please call Connie Keller or send her an 
email with the dedication.   Contact information:  Connie’s cell: 973-568-
5404:  home:  973-887-4384:  email:  connie@mhmlender.com 

+ + + + + + + 
 
Guided Meditation with Pastor Jeff on Wednesday and Thursdays at Noon on Zoom 
 

On Wednesdays and Thursdays at 12 noon on Zoom I continue to lead guided meditation 
sessions as a way of helping us experience God’s peace and the ocean of love in which we live 
and move and have our very being.  The outer conflict and confusion of the present world needs 
people who can approach life with a sense of connection to the quiet center where God’s love 
lives within us.   

On each guided meditation session, I will be on Zoom at noon as participants gather and 
chat.  Promptly at 15 minutes after the hour I will begin the time of meditation with a few words of 
explanation of what we are seeking to do together.  I begin by gradually tightening and relaxing 
muscles to allow us to enter a deeper state of relaxation, followed by an invitation to visualize 
Jesus blessing us.    At a certain point in each session I will stop talking and we will sit together in 
silence.  At the end I will briefly raise up persons for intercessory prayer.  The meditation and 
meditation time ends at 12:50 pm. 
 

http://www.parsippanyumc.org/
mailto:connie@mhmlender.com
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Our church website is at ParsippanyUMC.org.  There you can find all of 
Pastor Jeff’s sermons and eulogies.  You can also find all the newsletters, as 
well as a calendar that gives the times of events held at the church.   You 
can also find a little church history, a listing of all the plays we’ve produced at 
the church, and a summary of the various church fellowship and mission 
groups.   
 
 

If you aren’t presently on Facebook, consider joining with a secret identity so you can be a 
member of the Parsippany United Methodist Church Congregation Group and received day by 
day prayer concerns and announcements and other postings regarding the life of our church.   
 
FACEBOOK LIVE – Pastor Jeff has recently done a few Facebook Live broadcasts of the 
service.   We are looking for someone interested in helping with this endeavor.    If you are 
interested in furthering the ministries of our church through Live broadcasts, please reach out to 
Pastor Jeff. 
Anyone interested in taking a turn videotaping our anthems and sermons for Facebook Live is 
invited to speak to Pastor Jeff.   
 

Parsippany United Methodist Church is now on Instagram.  To find us, search - 
Parsippany_umc 
 
 

 
 
Our Outreach to Those in Need 

 
On the second Thursday of every other month our church provides a meal for 
the people living temporarily at Homeless Solutions.  If you would like to 
volunteer as a server, please speak to Laurie Wilken or Connie Wallace.  If 
you would like to help cook speak Tom Albert or Justin Cogan. Our next 
opportunity to serve is October 14th.  
 

 
Parsippany Emergency Food Pantry – Denise White is now delivering our 
donations to has called to the Emergency Food Pantry in Parsippany.  You can 
bring your donations of non-perishable food items to the church any Sunday.  
Wes takes the food over as the bin gets filled up.  Supermarket gift cards are 
also welcome.  This is a very easy way to give back to the less-fortunate in our 
own township.   
 
 

 
Saturday, ???? is our turn to volunteer at Interfaith 
Furnishings.  We do this four times a year, helping to move 
donated furniture from their warehouse in Rockaway to homes 
of people throughout Morris County who can’t afford to 
purchase furniture.  During the pandemic we don’t go into the 
homes.  We’ve have a shortage of volunteers, so if you are 
willing to help with this good cause, please let Pastor Jeff 
know.  All you need is a strong back and a willing spirit.   
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On November 6th Market Street Mission will be holding their annual 
Coat Giveaway at the Morristown Green from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Over 
the past thirty years through our annual MSM coat giveaways, we have 
been able to distribute coats to those in need in our community and 
surrounding areas, and we look forward to another successful year. If 
you have winter coats to giveaway to those who could use them, 
please bring them to the church and we will see that it gets to MSM.  
 

+ + + + + + + 
 
Consider becoming a part of one or more of our Musical Groups here 
at church: 
 

Bell Choir – rehearses Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.  If you are interested in 
joining us, please speak to Barb Bradley or Aimee Letsch - or just show up 
on Thursday and see what happens! 
 

Choir – rehearses Thursdays at 7:45 p.m.  We always have an "open 
robe" for anyone who loves to sing.  We sing in 4-part harmony, so if 
you've sung in your high school chorus or any other equivalent, you have 
a great start!  Speak to any choir member or Barb Bradley if you're 
interested. 
 

  
 

+ + + + + + + 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR SEPTEMBER 
Sept 5 Sept 12 Sept 19 Sept 26 
Prov 22:1-2,8-9,22-23 Prov 1:20-33 Prov 31:10-31 Esther 7:1-6,9-10; 9:20-22 
James 2:1-10,14-17 James 3:1-12 James 3:13-4:3,7-8a James 5:13-20 
Mark 7:24-37 Mark 8:27-38 Mark 9:30-37 Mark 9:38-50 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
1st Anna Larsen 9th Betsy Adams 
1st Carissa Bramley 9th Connie Wallace 
2nd Michelle Chaffee 12th Karina Barreto 
3rd Amanda Piccolo 17th Sandy Bostwick 
4th Ryan Erickson 19th Pat Winz 
6th Anita Laux 22nd Jennifer DePietro 
7th Paul Adams 27th Keith Anastasi 
7th  Michael Miloslavsky 28th Ben Chauhan 
8th Connie Keller 28th Glen Post 
8th Michael Krisa 29th Vincent Bianchi 
9th Greg Elbin 29th Mariahna Suzan 

 
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

28th Susan &  Nick Valcoff 
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Anticipating Pastor Jeff’s Children’s Sermons for September: 
Sunday, September 12th: The Parable of the Lost Sheep 
 

If possible, look up Luke 15:1-7 in a Bible you have at home and 
compare it to the version below.  Which version do you like best, 
and why? 
 

Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming 
near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and the 
scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow 
welcomes sinners and eats with them!’ 
 

Questions: What do you think it means to be a 
“sinner”?  Why do you think the Pharisees and 
the Scribes disapproved of Jesus welcoming 
“sinners”? 
 

So, Jesus told them this parable: ‘Which one of you, having a hundred 
sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the 
ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one 
that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, 
he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when 
he comes home, he calls together his friends and 
neighbors, saying to them, “Rejoice with me, for I 
have found my sheep that was lost.” Just so, I tell 
you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
people who need no repentance. 
 

Questions: Why do you think Jesus decided to 
tell this parable when the Pharisees were 

upset with him welcoming “sinners”? 
 

Think of a time in your life when you were “lost?”  How did it feel 
when you were found? Can you think of anyone who feels “lost” 
right now?  How might we help them to feel welcomed and 
“found”? 
 

Maybe you know this song.  Try singing it:   
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a soul like me.   
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see. 
 

The parable Jesus told is about God’s grace.  What do you think “grace” 
means? 
 
Sunday, September 19th: The Parable of the Lost Coin 
 

Last week we heard Jesus tell a parable about a shepherd who 
went to search for one lost sheep until he found the sheep.  Today 
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we hear Jesus tell another parable about something that was lost 
and found. 
 

If possible, look up Luke 15:8-10 in a Bible you have at home and 
compare it to the version below.  Which version do you like best, 
and why? 
 

‘Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she 
loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 
sweep the house, and search carefully until she 
finds it? When she has found it, she calls 
together her friends and neighbors, saying, 
“Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that 
I had lost.” Just so, I tell you, there is joy in 
the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner who repents.’ 
 

Questions: he determined woman who 
searches for her lost coin until she finds it 

decides to throw a party for friends and neighbors because she 
wanted to share her joy. 

 

What do you think of when you hear the word “joy”? When have 
you felt “joy”?  Did you feel like sharing it? 
 

Think about your experience of parties. What 
makes a party fun?  Have you ever thrown a 
party for others? What was it like?  
 

Jesus says at the end of the parable that 
“there is joy in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner who repents.” To 
“repent” means coming home to God. How do 
you imagine the party the angels of God have 
when someone comes home  
to God? 
 
Sunday, September 26th:  The Parable of the Prodigal Son 
 

The last two weeks we’ve heard Jesus tell two parables about that 
involved being “lost” and being “found”.  First, a shepherd goes out 
in search of one lost sheep until he finds the sheep.  Second, a 
woman searches for a lost coin until she finds it and then throws a 
party to share her joy.  Now Jesus tells another story about 
somebody who was lost, then found, and another great party is 
thrown.   
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If possible, look up Luke 15:11-24 in a Bible you have at home and 
compare it to the version below.  Which version do you like best 
and why? 

 
Then Jesus said, ‘There was a man who had two 
sons. The younger of them said to his father,  
“Father, give me the share of the property that 
will belong to me.” So he divided his property 
between them. A few days later the younger son 
gathered all he had and travelled to a distant 
country, and there he squandered his property in 
dissolute living.  
When he had spent everything, a severe famine 

took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he 
went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent 
him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself 
with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him 
anything. But when he came to himself he said, “How many of my father’s 
hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of 
hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.’” So, he set off and 
went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was 
filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed 
him. Then the son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father 
said to his slaves, “Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on 
him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf 
and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and 
is alive again; he was lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate. 
 

How do you think the father felt when his son told him he cared 
more about his father’s money than for his father himself, and 
wanted to leave forever?  The son was starving. When he got home, 
the son hoped to be treated as a “hired hand” – that is somebody 
who worked for his father as a job. By getting paid for doing a job 
the son wouldn’t starve.   
How was he treated instead?  If God loves us like the Father loved 
the son, what does that mean for us? 
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September 2021

United Methodist Church of Parsippany

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

7:00 PM UMW On

Zoom

2
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

3
12:00 PM Zoom with Betsy

4

5
10 AM - In  Person and Live Stream

Worship on Facebook Live

Blessing Backpacks

6 7
12:00 PM Zoom with

Joanne

8
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

9
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

10
12:00 PM Zoom with Betsy

11

12
10 AM - In  Person and Live Stream

Worship on Facebook Live

Blessing Backpacks

13 14
12:00 PM Zoom with

Joanne

15
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

16
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

17
12:00 PM Zoom with Betsy

18

19
10 AM - In  Person and Live Stream

Worship on Facebook Live

20 21
12:00 PM Zoom with

Joanne

22
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

23
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

24
12:00 PM Zoom with Betsy

25

26
10 AM - In  Person and Live Stream

Worship on Facebook Live

27 28
12:00 PM Zoom with

Joanne

29
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

30
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

Aug 2021
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

Oct 2021

S M T W T F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31


	Sept 5
	SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
	Anticipating Pastor Jeff’s Children’s Sermons for September:
	Sunday, September 12th: The Parable of the Lost Sheep
	Questions: he determined woman who searches for her lost coin until she finds it decides to throw a party for friends and neighbors because she wanted to share her joy.
	What do you think of when you hear the word “joy”? When have you felt “joy”?  Did you feel like sharing it?
	Think about your experience of parties. What makes a party fun?  Have you ever thrown a party for others? What was it like?
	Jesus says at the end of the parable that “there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” To “repent” means coming home to God. How do you imagine the party the angels of God have when someone comes home
	to God?
	Sunday, September 26th:  The Parable of the Prodigal Son

