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NOVEMBER, 2021 

 
As of October 10th, our Sunday School is back up 
and running following the protocols of the 
Parsippany school system.  We are grateful for our 
faithful Sunday School teachers:  Lynn Barbarite, 
Arlene Sklow, Deana Larsen, Carolyn Pasqua, 
Lynn Agre and our youth helpers, Marissa Cogan 
and Spandan Patel. 
 

 
+ + + + + + + 

 
We are keeping our Christmas Play/Movie tradition going another year 
(the thirteenth) Pastor Jeff has written a script for an elaborate pageant 
movie, retelling the traditional story of the birth of Jesus with some 
humor. Thirty-five adults, youth and children have signed up to take part, 
and during the month of November the videotaping will be done at the 
church in front of the “green screen.”  When the videotaping is completed 
Pastor Jeff’s talented son Andrew will edit the movie, and on a date late 
in December we will have an online viewing.   
 

+ + + + + + + 
We will be decorating the sanctuary on Saturday, November 27   starting 
at 11:00 am for the Christmas holiday.  Coffee and some morning 
munchies will be available for the volunteers.   This year we will decorate 
the outside of the church, the sanctuary, and the windows in Fellowship 
hall.   If you have some time, come join the fun as we kick off Advent and 
the Christmas season. 
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Church Offerings: 
If you are more comfortable attending worship online, or live at a distance, please try to keep your 
pledge up to date. You can send your pledge to the church.  The address is: 
Parsippany United Methodist Church 
903 So. Beverwyck Rd. 
Parsippany, NJ 07054 
You can also use our PayPal link ---  
 

To make it easier for the Congregation to keep up with their financial 
pledges to the Church, a PayPal link has been added to the PUMC 
Homepage.  If you've never used PayPal before, it's an easy and secure 

way to send a payment over the Internet.  You can use your bank account or a credit card to 
make your payment, and PayPal takes a small transaction fee.  For more information or a quick 
demonstration on how to use this new tool, please speak with Justin Cogan. You can use this 
link:  https://www.paypal.me/parsippanyumc 
 
Contributions are always welcome to Pastor Jeff’s Discretionary Fund through which he assists 
people in our community with emergency financial needs.  The Fund is presently low and your 
generosity has always been appreciated. 

+ + + + + + + 

 

Our Youth Group has been busy doing what they can to help people whose 
world was turned upside down by the hurricanes.  With the help of generous 
donations from members of our church, as well as their own Youth Group 
funds, our youth were able to assemble 24 cleaning kits for a cost of $2000 
that have been shipped down to Louisiana to help persons whose homes 

were rendered uninhabitable by the flooding. 

The youth have also 
been busy cleaning out 
our church building from 
the mess left behind by 
the child care center 
that previously rented 
space from us.  Well 
done! 

The youth are meeting 
regularly on Sunday 

evenings for pizza, fun and service.  All youth 8th through 12th grade are invited.  Please speak to 
Aimee Letsch, our youth advisor if you would like to know more about the youth group. 

 
+ + + + + + 

Anyone interested in becoming a member of the Parsippany United Methodist Church,  
where there’s always room in the circle, is invited to speak to Pastor Jeff.  
 

                              + + + + + + + 
Anyone aware of a Prayer Concern is invited to contact Doris Bradley at 
973-887-3219 who will put the Prayer Chain into action.  If Doris cannot be 
reached, please contact Pastor Jeff.  If you would like to add your name to 
the people who receive the prayer chain, please speak to Betty Polen. 
 

 

https://www.paypal.me/parsippanyumc
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Looking back… Last month we had Dr. Susan Elbin talking 
about her latest project which includes helping raise monarch 
butterflies and their current migration. Thank you Susan!! 
 
This month planning meeting will be different from all the rest 

we have done this year. We will be working on programs that we will have next year. PLEASE 
think about people or programs we can have as many programs are using zoom as a format.  
Please come prepared with thoughts on programs and our 2022 budget. 
 
Next…… 
 
 
 
 
 
Nov. 1 – All Saints Day Nov. 11 – Veteran’s Day 
Nov. 2 – Election Day Nov, 25 – Thanksgiving Day 
Nov. 7 – Daylight Savings Ends Nov. 28 – 1st Sunday in Advent 
 
GET WELL wishes to those of you who are ill, and 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to those of you celebrating this month with Pauline Vande Vrede, Joanne 
Rich and Pastor Jeff. 
 
God Bless,      
Betsy Adams 
betsyadams@live.com         
 

+ + + + + + + 
 

A sermon preached on October 17th, 2021 based upon Mark 10:32-47 
entitled, “Mixed Motives and Jesus’ Transformative Love.” 

Once again, we find Jesus on the way to Jerusalem.  He’s been on this 
journey since two chapters earlier when he first told his disciples that he had to 

go there to suffer, die and rise on the third day.  The way Mark tells the story, it’s 
clear that even as the disciples believe Jesus is the messiah they simply can’t 
understand the path he is taking.   

Jesus tells them three separate times of 
his plan to lay his life down, and each time Mark 

immediately tells us about something the 
disciples did totally out of sync with Jesus. 
For instance, after the second time Mark 

immediately tells us that the disciples got into an argument 
among themselves about which of them was the “greatest” – 
 the most worthy – the highest on the status ladder.  In 
response to this argument Jesus invites a small child to stand 
among the disciples telling them that if they want to be “great” 
they should aspire to take the place of the child – that is, at the bottom rung of the status ladder.  
They should seek to be the servant of all.  In spite of hearing Jesus tell them this, soon thereafter 
parents attempt to bring their little children to Jesus that he might bless them, but the disciples try 
to keep them from getting to Jesus. Seeing the children with the eyes of the world they assume 
they aren’t important enough to take up the messiah’s time. Jesus overrules them and the 
children “come unto him.” 

Directly before what we are about to hear Jesus tells his disciples for the third time that 
he must go to Jerusalem, suffer, die and rise again, but the disciples are filled with anxiety and 
are afraid to ask him about it.  The journey to Jerusalem is almost done.  The brother James and 

  
 

Wednesday, NOVEMBER 3rd – 7 P.M. 
Our program will be: Budget/Pledge/ Program Planning/Nominations 

 

mailto:betsyadams@live.com
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John approach Jesus with a special request that shows yet again that they just don’t understand 
what I call the “Jesus walk.” 

Listen now as I read the story, listening for the word of the Lord. 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, 

“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.”  And he said to them, “What 
is it you want me to do for you?” 

And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, 
in your glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you 
able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 

In speaking of his cup and baptism, Jesus is referring to his willingness to suffer and die 
in an outpouring of God’s great love. 

They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will 
drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized;  but to sit at my 
right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been 
prepared.” 

When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John.  So Jesus 
called them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they 
recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them.  But 
it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your 
servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of 
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 

Jesus knows the disciples vastly better than the disciples 
know themselves.  When he asks them whether they are able to 
drink his cup, and undergo his baptism, they confidently say, “we 
are able.”  This is how they want to view themselves:  brave and 
loyal.  But Jesus knows exactly what will happen in when all hell 
breaks loose in Jerusalem.  He knows that when he is arrested, 
the fear inside the disciples will rise up within them, and they will 
run for cover to save their skins. They are not as brave or as loyal 
as they want to think they are. 

Jesus knows us better than we know ourselves as well. 
We like to think we know why we do the things we do, but more often than not we don’t, 

at least not fully.  I heard of this psychological study in which an experimenter stood on a busy 
street asking people passing by if they would be willing to take part in a study.  Those who were 
willing were shown pictures of random people with neutral expressions on their faces and asked 
whether they had a positive or negative reaction to the person in the picture. 

A little sleight of hand took place that proved to influence the response of those who 
participated. The experimenter was holding a cup, and when a person agreed to participate the 
experimenter asked him or her to hold the cup while she got her file of pictures.  Sometimes the 
cup was hot and sometimes it was cold.  People who looked at the pictures were much more 
likely to have a positive reaction to the person pictured if the cup they got to hold was hot, and far 
more likely to have a negative reaction if the cup they held was cold. 

And they were utterly unaware that this had influenced their perceptions. 
Why do we do the good things we do – the acts of kindness we practice in this world?  

Hopefully we do them out of some authentic compassion on our part, but more often than not our 
motivations are mixed.  There is a desire to be perceived as a 
“good, kind person”.  We divide the world into good people and 
bad people, and we want to be identified as one of the good 
people, and with it to claim the privilege of looking down on the 
“bad” people.  

Jesus called for this kind of self-reflection when in the 
Sermon on the Mount he talked about people doing acts of 
charity or, for that matter praying in public so others can see 
them and admire them for their charity and piety. 

With some self-reflection, we recognize that rarely are 
our motivations what we would call “pure.” 
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Why is it important to be aware of this?  It’s important because a great deal of the evil in 
this world is committed by people who don’t acknowledge that their motives are mixed and claim 
moral purity.  In the great division between people on the left and right in this country, evil is 
committed by those of us who convince ourselves that our beliefs are absolutely true and good 
and that people on the other side are absolutely wrong and evil. 

The reaction of the other ten disciples to James and John is striking.  They are indignant 
when they discover that they are asking for the highest seats in Jesus’ kingdom.  Perhaps their 
indignation arises in part because James and John have put into words what they were hoping for 
themselves.  Assuming this is the case, in some sense James and John deserve some credit in 
being more transparent about their motivations.  They all want personal glory — at least James 
and John admit it. 

Given the way Mark tells the story – Jesus heading to lay down his life in utter humility 
while the disciples are looking for personal glory – their motivations so obviously out of line with 
what is motivating Jesus — there is something remarkably gracious about the fact that Jesus 
doesn’t say to them, “Get out of here!  You’re obviously in this for the wrong reasons!”  No, he 
seems to take them where they are – loving them in their mixed emotions. 

It’s striking the words of Jesus to James and John:  “You will drink my cup; 
you will undergo my baptism…”  In light of the fact that when the going gets rough in Jerusalem 
and they will quite clearly not drink the cup or undergo the baptism, what does this mean? 

It means that Jesus can see further down the road – beyond the crucifixion and the 
resurrection.  He sees what James and John will become. 

Jesus knows John and James better than they know themselves, and even as he sees 
what they don’t want to see about themselves, he sees something else as well, something deeper 
that they are not yet capable of acknowledging — something precious and good, something 
brave — a profound capacity for sacrificial love. 

At this point this capacity in its fullness is buried like a seed – one of Jesus’ favorite 
images — in the depths of their soul.  It’s buried out of sight, but it’s there nonetheless. 

He sees us each the same way.  
Entering the ordained ministry is only one way to follow 

Jesus. In truth the call and claim of Jesus is on all of us equally, it 
makes no difference whether one is clergy or lay.  The expression, 
“full time ministry” is deeply misleading.  You, too are called to full-
time ministry.  Where ever your life is lived – that is the setting of 
your full-time ministry. 

Nonetheless, people tend to see clergy, such as myself as 
being on a higher level of commitment to Jesus. 

People sometimes ask how I came to be a pastor.  It isn’t an 
easy question to answer. 

Over forty years ago when I entered into the ordination 
process, what were my motivations?  There was within me a desire 

to serve God, to be an instrument of God’s love, to share the Gospel. 
But as time passed I came to recognize that I had other motivations as well.  There was 

certainly that desire to be perceived as a “good person.”  But looking back there was more:  I 
viewed pastors as strong people that weak people leaned on for support.  And I desperately 
wanted to be a strong person. 

I wanted that because truth be told I was in fact pretty fragile inside. 
I remember there were times in my early years as a pastor when feelings of fraudulence 

would come over me.  I’d put on a suit to go visit somebody in the hospital – perhaps somebody 
decades older than myself with vastly more experience of life.  I would think to myself, “Who am I 
to pretend to have some wisdom, some strength to bring to this person?” I felt like a kid wearing a 
costume. 

Those of you who have heard me preach for a while are familiar with the story I’ve told of 
how in my late twenties and quite lonely, I made an ill-advised decision to marry a woman. From 
almost the outset the marriage was a disaster, and the marriage only lasted a couple of years.  It 
was an exceedingly painful time for me. When I began to recognize that the marriage might well 
end in divorce, the thought that occurred to me was that this would mean I would have to leave 
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the ministry, because my fraudulence would be exposed.  Such a public failure in marriage would 
render me disqualified to be a pastor. 

Mysteriously though, when the time drew near for me to do the thing I had dreaded – to 
announce that I was getting divorced — a strange peace came over me.  After all the energy I 
had devoted to managing how people perceived me, I now knew I had no control over what 
people thought of me once they received my announcement.  It was in God’s hands.  I 
surrendered inwardly, and I felt calm. 

For the most part, my congregation received the news graciously.  I experienced 
tenderness like that which Jesus offered James and John. 

The experience changed my understanding of what being a pastor is all about.  As a 
great evangelist once said, I am just one beggar telling other beggars where to find food – that is, 
with Jesus.  Pastors don’t live on a higher plain of existence, and we 
shouldn’t pretend to. We’re all in this together. 

If you ask me about what motivates me now as I go about my 
work as a pastor some forty years later, I can’t tell you that my 
motivations have become pure.  They’re still mixed.  But this is what 
has changed:  I no longer am overcome by feelings of fraudulence.  
I’ve let go of that misguided notion of what it is to be a pastor. 

The experience of going through a divorce as a pastor led me 
to appreciate the story of the disciples more deeply.  There was a 
kind of breaking that was necessary for me to undergo regarding my 
preoccupation with being perceived in a certain light. In some sense it 
was necessary for the disciples to be broken – the experience that 
they were forced to undergo when all hell broke loose in Jerusalem.  
It was extraordinarily painful, forcing them to see the parts of 
themselves at which they hadn’t wanted to look.  But in the great humbling they underwent a 
greater opening appeared within them for God’s Spirit to move.  That which was hidden inside 
them began to bear fruit. 

Jesus knows us better than we know ourselves.  Jesus meets us with absolute love 
where we are — with our mixed motives and our self-deceptions.  But Jesus doesn’t intend to 
leave us as we are.  He intends to lead us into a deeper understanding of ourselves and a deeper 
understanding of his love.  He intends to lead us home. 
 
In the kindness of Jesus,  
Pastor Jeff               

+ + + + + + + 
The Motley Crew Christian Band of PUMC 

Our new church band has now performed four 
times in worship and hope to continue to do so 
on a regular basis.  We have been primarily 
rehearsing before and after worship service, and 
we welcome all who are willing in joining us in 
making a joyful noise unto the Lord.  Presently, 
we consist of an accordion player, two guitar 
players, a percussionist, a banjo and harmonica 
player, a pianist and two vocalists.  Come join us 
in making live music in praising God! 

 
+ + + + + + + 

CHURCH CALENDAR and SCHEDULING EVENTS 
The church calendar on our website  www.parsippanyumc.org  has been updated. If you want to 
schedule an event, you need to look at the website calendar to see if the date is available.   All 
requests for use of the church facilities need to be approved by the trustees, Connie Keller or 
Amy Gripp.  

 

http://www.parsippanyumc.org/
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FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR ON SPECIAL OCCASIONS – If you want 
to remember or honor a special occasion in your life by putting flowers on 
the altar, please get in touch with Connie Keller.  You are certainly 
welcome at any time to place flowers on the altar.  If you want an 
announcement in the bulletin, please call Connie Keller or send her an 
email with the dedication.   Contact information:  Connie’s cell: 973-568-
5404:  home:  973-887-4384:  email:  connie@mhmlender.com 

+ + + + + + + 
 
Guided Meditation with Pastor Jeff on Wednesday and Thursdays at Noon on Zoom 
 

On Wednesdays and Thursdays at 12 noon on Zoom I continue to lead guided meditation 
sessions as a way of helping us experience God’s peace and the ocean of love in which we live 
and move and have our very being.  The outer conflict and confusion of the present world needs 
people who can approach life with a sense of connection to the quiet center where God’s love 
lives within us.   

On each guided meditation session, I will be on Zoom at noon as participants gather and 
chat.  Promptly at 15 minutes after the hour I will begin the time of meditation with a few words of 
explanation of what we are seeking to do together.  I begin by gradually tightening and relaxing 
muscles to allow us to enter a deeper state of relaxation, followed by an invitation to visualize 
Jesus blessing us.    At a certain point in each session I will stop talking and we will sit together in 
silence.  At the end I will briefly raise up persons for intercessory prayer.  The meditation and 
meditation time ends at 12:50 pm. 

 
+ + + + + + +  

 
Our church website is at ParsippanyUMC.org.  There you can find all of 
Pastor Jeff’s sermons and eulogies.  You can also find all the newsletters, as 
well as a calendar that gives the times of events held at the church.   You 
can also find a little church history, a listing of all the plays we’ve produced at 
the church, and a summary of the various church fellowship and mission 
groups.   
 
 

If you aren’t presently on Facebook, consider joining with a secret identity so you can be a 
member of the Parsippany United Methodist Church Congregation Group and received day by 
day prayer concerns and announcements and other postings regarding the life of our church.   
 
FACEBOOK LIVE – Pastor Jeff has recently done a few Facebook Live broadcasts of the 
service.   We are looking for someone interested in helping with this endeavor.    If you are 
interested in furthering the ministries of our church through Live broadcasts, please reach out to 
Pastor Jeff. 
Anyone interested in taking a turn videotaping our anthems and sermons for Facebook Live is 
invited to speak to Pastor Jeff.   

 
Parsippany United Methodist Church is now on Instagram.  To find us, search - 
Parsippany_umc 
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:connie@mhmlender.com
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Our Outreach to Those in Need 
 

On the second Thursday of every other month our church provides a meal for 
the people living temporarily at Homeless Solutions.  If you would like to 
volunteer as a server, please speak to Laurie Wilken or Connie Wallace.  If 
you would like to help cook speak Tom Albert or Justin Cogan. Our next 
opportunity to serve is December 9th.  
 

 
Parsippany Emergency Food Pantry – Denise White is now delivering our 
donations to has called to the Emergency Food Pantry in Parsippany.  You can 
bring your donations of non-perishable food items to the church any Sunday.  
Wes takes the food over as the bin gets filled up.  Supermarket gift cards are 
also welcome.  This is a very easy way to give back to the less-fortunate in our 
own township.   
 
 

 
 
Our next turn to help with Interfaith Furnishings delivering 
furniture to homes in Morris County that would otherwise be 
unable to afford to furnish their homes is Saturday, 
November 20th.  Please let Garret Belanus, our new outreach 
leader, or Pastor Jeff if you can offer your services. 
.   
 
 
 
 

+ + + + + + + 
 
Consider becoming a part of one or more of our Musical Groups here 
at church: 
 

Bell Choir – rehearses Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.  If you are interested in 
joining us, please speak to Barb Bradley or Aimee Letsch - or just show up 
on Thursday and see what happens! 
 

Choir – rehearses Thursdays at 7:45 p.m.  We always have an "open 
robe" for anyone who loves to sing.  We sing in 4-part harmony, so if 
you've sung in your high school chorus or any other equivalent, you have 
a great start!  Speak to any choir member or Barb Bradley if you're 
interested. 
 

  
 

+ + + + + + + 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NOVEMBER 
Nov. 7 Nov. 14 Nov. 21 Nov. 28 
Ruth 3:1-5;4:13-17 1 Samuel 1:4-20 2 Samuel 23:1-7 Jeremiah 33:14-16 
Hebrews 9:24-28 Hebrews 10:11-14,19-25 Rev. 1:4b-8 1 Thess 3:9-13 
Mark 12:38-44 Mark 13:1-8 John 18:33-37 Luke 21:25-36 
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
1st Andrew Letsch 19th Dawn Kiemel 
2nd Richard Dierbach 20th Rachel Elbin 
6th Chip Chaffee 20th Bob Laux 
7th Tom Smith 22nd  Janet Chauhan 
7th Maya Baretto 22nd Pauline Vande Vrede 
9th George Hawkins, Jr. 23rd Shawn Beckler 
10th Shane Petzinger 24th Dan Kinsley 
12th Sandra Bothe 24th David Kinsley 
13th Carolyn Pasqua 25th  Navnit Patelia 
14th Bart Routhier 26th Anita Baldwin 
16th Pastor Jeff Edwards 29th Garret Belanus 
17th Joanne Rich 30th Russ Schnetzer 
18th Joshua Gropper 30th Marissa Cogan 
19th Ann Nye   
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November 2021

United Methodist Church of Parsippany

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
2:00 PM Zoom with Joanne

3
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

7:00 PM UMW

4
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

5
12:00 PM Zoom with Betsy

6

7
10 AM - In  Person and Live Stream

Worship on Facebook Live

8 9
2:00 PM Zoom with Joanne

10
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

11
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

12
12:00 PM Zoom with Betsy

13

14
10 AM - In  Person and Live Stream

Worship on Facebook Live

15 16
2:00 PM Zoom with Joanne

17
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

18
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

19
12:00 PM Zoom with Betsy

20
Interfaith Furnishings

21
10 AM - In  Person and Live Stream

Worship on Facebook Live

22 23
2:00 PM Zoom with Joanne

24
12:00 PM Guided

Meditation with Pastor Jeff

25 26
12:00 PM Zoom with Betsy

27
11:00 AM Hanging of

the Greens

28
10 AM - In  Person and Live Stream

Worship on Facebook Live

29 30
2:00 PM Zoom with Joanne

Oct 2021

S M T W T F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

Dec 2021

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31


	Nov. 7
	NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

