FEBRUARY, 2022
Pastor Jeff has announced his retirement effective this summer. Here is the sermon he preached
after this announcement…..
A sermon preached on January 16th, 2022 based upon John 2:1-11 entitled
“Abundant Grace”. The sermon was delivered two days after the
announcement of my retirement.
This is the Second Sunday Epiphany. As I said last week an epiphany
is a sudden insight into deeper meaning and
truth – in the context of Christianity – the truth
revealed in Christ. This insight typically comes
as an experience which can be hard to put into
words and so we tell stories that hold the
possibility of an epiphany of our own as we
hear them.
Every three years we hear the
familiar but very peculiar story on Epiphany’s second Sunday
of the miracle Jesus performed turning a great deal of water
into really good tasting wine to keep a wedding party from
ending.
We’re accustomed to hear Jesus’ miracles taking place in response to some lifethreatening need, but such is not the case with this miracle. Nonetheless, there is significant
cause for distress that Jesus somewhat reluctantly addresses. In those days a wedding feast
typically lasted the better part of a week, and such celebrations stood out in their communities in
the midst of otherwise barren lives. The bridegroom was responsible to make sure that there was
food and drink enough to last and to fail do so would be cause for shame that would be
remembered the rest of his life.
In John’s Gospel, miracles are called “signs” – in other words, they are opportunities for
those who are truly paying attention to have an “epiphany.” So, as we listen to the story the
question to ask is, what is the epiphany being offered for us to witness?
I’ve noted before the mystery in my years of preaching how every time I come back to a
passage I’ve preached on numerous times before I hear something new. In large part this is the
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result of hearing the story from a new point in my journey through life. For me, there is present
perspective is impacted by a) the perspective of this ongoing pandemic, and b) the fact that I just
announced to you, my beloved congregation that after 33 years I will be retiring this summer.
There are two places that caught my attention this time around that I will take note of as I
read the story.
Listen for the word of the Lord.
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus
was there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When the wine
gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’
This is the first place. Experiencing scarcity, Mary calls out to her son for help: “They
have no wine.” It is a call that has been heard in various ways often during the pandemic.
Scarcity is experienced in a shortage of hospital rooms, a shortage of contact with love ones -- all
kinds of scarcity.
And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman,
what concern is that to you and to me?
My hour has not yet come.’ 5His mother
said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he
tells you.’ 6Now standing there were six
stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of
purification, each holding twenty or thirty
gallons. 7Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars
with water.’ And they filled them up to the
brim. 8He said to them, ‘Now draw some
out, and take it to the chief steward.’ So
they took it. 9When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know
where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward
called the bridegroom 10and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then
the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine
until now.’
The figure of the Steward of the wedding feast is the second place may attention was
drawn. He’s the guy the bridegroom has hired to manage his wedding celebration. Oddly, the
steward seems pretty oblivious to what’s going on. He doesn’t seem to realize what the lowly
servants are aware of – that they’re about to run out of wine.
Whenever I read this before I assumed that the steward is complimenting the bridegroom
when he talks about saving the best wine for last. Maybe In the larger symbolic meaning of the
story they may well be, signifying that the best is saved for last in the coming of Jesus. But if you
read his words just as they are it seems clear to me he’s criticizing the bridegroom. “Idiot, the
people are too drunk now to notice how good the wine is. You should have served this wine first!”
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Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory;
and his disciples believed in him.
In other words, some – the disciples in particular – experienced an epiphany – but
apparently many others, including the Steward – completely missed it.
Thus ends the reading, may God bless our hearing of the Word.
About fourteen months ago Sarah and I made a decision regarding the date of our
retirement when it seemed the Holy Spirit mysteriously was opening a path into this uncharted
territory – a life in the beauty and peace of Maine close to two of our three children.
For several months, time moved slowly. Retirement remained something of an
abstraction. This Fall, however time began to move more quickly and challenging feelings began
to arise. If you were listening in to my preaching in the Fall you may remember what in retrospect
were some clues – the frequency with which I took note in how long I’ve been doing this work, for
instance. There was also that sermon I gave in which I said that following Jesus involves opening
yourself up to grief. I’d begun grieving.
There was also some fear that arose. For myself: The idea of laying down my
responsibilities has been appealing, but what in fact would life be like without this identity, this
community, this rhythm of life with which I’ve lived for so many years? I suspect that for a time at
least I will feel a bit lost at sea until I get my legs under me.

2

And there was also fear for you, my beloved congregation. Would you be okay,
particularly with this frustrating, ongoing pandemic? The idea I had in my head was that I’d see
you through the pandemic and then hand you off to another pastor who could guide you in a
world where the pandemic recedes into the past. But now it seems likely the Pandemic will be a
part of the next pastor’s ministry as well.
So, Mary’s cry, “They have no wine,”
resonated with me. There is a scarcity. Will there be
enough of what I need, of what you need, to live life
abundantly, as Jesus promised?
Here again, Mary seems something of a
model for the life of faith. On the one hand, she
honestly acknowledges the need, the fear of what
could happen. Faith doesn’t mean pretending there
is nothing to be afraid of. She acknowledges her
anxiety regarding the perceived scarcity.
On the other hand, she knows to whom to
take her need. She takes it to Jesus. She asserts
her trust that Jesus will see them through this crisis.
She doesn’t know how exactly Jesus will do this, but she tells the servants, “Do whatever he tells
you to do.” Our job is simply to be obedient to what God is calling us to do.
So now that second place in the story where my attention was caught.
It struck me that the Steward could easily be seen as a pastor. His job is to oversee this
community of joy – this wedding feast. That’s certainly one way to see the work of a pastor.
I can identify with the Steward. First, he’s oblivious to what’s going on behind the
scenes. I’ve been plenty oblivious at times as well.
Second, the way I’m interpreting his words this time around – he’s criticizing the
bridegroom for his handling of the wedding feast. In Scripture, Jesus is often pictured as the
bridegroom with us – the church – being the bride. So, it’s really Jesus the Steward/pastor is
criticizing. He thinks he knows better what Jesus should be doing. I’ve been guilty of the same
thing as well.
A lot of old memories have been coming up as the reality of my retirement in six months
sinks in.
Sarah and I dropped our 26 year old son Bobby off at the airport Friday. It was great to
have him home for almost four weeks, and as he helped us sort through the clutter of living in the
parsonage all these years, so many memories arose.
This strange story of the wine and the wedding feast stirred up a memory. When Bobby
was an infant, I found myself up late at night because his sleeping patterns were erratic. It was
during this time that I experienced a remarkable three week period of inspiration in which I wrote
the script of the first play I produced here. Unlike any other experience of play writing, the story
seemed just to pour through me.
The inspiration for the story “Over the Edge” told came in large part from a one page
devotional reading I came across in the Upper Room. The author wrote about the experience of
having her mother-in-law live in their family’s living room during the last year of her life as her
health declined. Life carried on in a rich way with her four teenage children bringing their friends
over to hang out, with their grandma happily being a part of their life together. The author of the
piece was a woman named “Lillian Gripp.”
The production of the play turned out to be a family affair. My mother – now departed
from this earth ten years – played a grandma nearing the end of her life because of cancer whose
bed had been set up in the middle of her daughter Sharon’s home – a single mother played by
my wife Sarah. My nine year old daughter Kate played Lydia, the grandchild whose best friend is
Jesus – a Jesus seen only by her that leads her mother to wonder about her sanity. There’s an
older brother named Dave – played by Tracy’s brother Tim Booth -- who carrying around a lot of
anger about his father’s departure from the family. The only person Lydia feels understands her is
her dying grandmother.
It truly felt like the Holy Spirit was leading us the whole way through. I mentioned the
inspiration of Lillian Gripp because around the same time as we were producing the first

3

performances of “Over the Edge” a young couple – Bill and Amy Gripp – joined our church. Only
later would I find out that Lillian was Bill’s mother. She was writing about Bill’s teenage years.
This seemed the Holy Spirit’s doing.
The play ended up being remarkably well received. Our district superintendent saw it
and had us re-produce it at Annual Conference in front of 400 people. “Over the Edge” has been
reproduced several times, including once again here with a cast featuring Anita Laux, Maggie
Letsch, Liz Cogan, Anthony Miceli and Terry Germann.
My reason for telling you all this was that the final scene of the play came to mind this
week as I read the story of Jesus as the wedding feast. The family gathers around Grandma’s
bed as it has become clear that she is reaching the edge of her
life in this world. Time suddenly stands still and Grandma gets
out of her bed and stands beside Lydia’s Jesus, who here at the
end of life she also can see. She gazes lovingly at her family and
says, “I won’t be here for Lydia, and Sharon, and Dave to come
home to. Jesus, will you look out for them?” He answers,
“Anytime they need me, I’ll be there.”
She takes her final breath, and then dances down the
aisle with her long-departed husband in what amounts to a
wedding feast.
I’m sure you can understand the poignancy of this
memory.
So, the “epiphany” of the story is that we can trust that
Jesus reveals to us the abundance of God’s grace ready to meet
us in every time of need. There is always joy even where there is
sorrow.
The odd detail regarding Jesus’ seeming irritation at his
mother’s request that he do something suggests to me that there would have still been an
abundance of grace present even if the wine had run out.
So our call is simply to be obedient in living as faithfully as possible in following the path
of Jesus, and to trust that he is working behind the scenes, and that there truly is overflowing
grace in the face of all that is unknown in the future.
Anytime we need him, Jesus will be here.
In the kindness of Jesus,
Pastor Jeff
PS Please be in prayer for the Bishop and his cabinet as they seek to discern the leading of the
Holy Spirit in regard to who to appoint to our church as the new pastor beginning July 1st. And
once this person is announced please be in prayer for him or her. As I said in the email I sent
out, the new pastor will bring gifts I don’t have. It will not be easy to follow a pastor who has
served for so long and your greatest gift to me in my departure will be the support you offer to
your new pastor’s ministry.
+++++++
Anna Egorova offers the following as a fundraising idea: “If people in congregation have
something they want to sell to benefit the church, and they don’t have time or ability or desire to
do it themselves, then I can try to do it for them online. The best thing is toys.”
+++++++
Our church has a great space set up for a daycare center that isn’t presently being used. If
anyone knows of a day care program that would be interested in renting this space please direct
to the trustees.
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Church Offerings:
If you are more comfortable attending worship online, or live at a distance, please try to keep your
pledge up to date. You can send your pledge to the church. The address is:
Parsippany United Methodist Church
903 So. Beverwyck Rd.
Parsippany, NJ 07054
You can also use our PayPal link --To make it easier for the Congregation to keep up with their financial
pledges to the Church, a PayPal link has been added to the PUMC
Homepage. If you've never used PayPal before, it's an easy and secure
way to send a payment over the Internet. You can use your bank account or a credit card to
make your payment, and PayPal takes a small transaction fee. For more information or a quick
demonstration on how to use this new tool, please speak with Justin Cogan. You can use this
link: https://www.paypal.me/parsippanyumc
Contributions are always welcome to Pastor Jeff’s Discretionary Fund through which he assists
people in our community with emergency financial needs. The Fund is presently low and your
generosity has always been appreciated.
+++++++
Looking back…No January Meeting

FEBRUARY – No Meeting
But, we are sending out annual membership information to all members. If you
would like information on becoming a member of United Methodist Women, please
contact me.

Feb. 2 – Groundhog Day
Feb. 14 – Valentine’s Day
Feb. 21 – President’s Day
GET WELL wishes to those of you who are ill, and
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to those of you celebrating this month with Denise White.
God Bless,
Betsy Adams
betsyadams@live.com
+++++++
The youth are meeting regularly on Sunday evenings for pizza, fun and
service. All youth 8th through 12th grade are invited. Please speak to Aimee
Letsch, our youth advisor if you would like to know more about the youth
group.
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Grant Received to Host a Community Interfaith Dinner in May
Knowing how religiously diverse Parsippany is, our district superintendent Rev. Eunice
Vega-Perez suggested to me last summer that our church apply for a grant from the United
Methodist Council of Bishops for a project to encourage interfaith dialogue. As I thought about
our church’s gift for hospitality an idea began to take shake in my head of hosting a dinner that
would bring together from our community forty people -- ten Christians, ten Jews, ten Moslems
and ten Hindus. Equally divided around five tables, the participants would be given opportunity to
make personal connections with one another as well as to discuss four short talks by religious
leaders giving an overview of each faith tradition. Local print and television news outlets would
be invited to cover the dinner, thereby sending a hopeful message out into the world regarding
how people from different religions can come together in friendship in search of greater
understanding.
I wrote up a grant proposal and was delighted to receive word that out of 54 applications
our proposal was one of three chosen to receive a grant. We are being given $1,000 that will go
to cater the meal. I will be convening a committee with representatives from the four faith
traditions in January to choose a date (tentatively sometime in May) and discuss how to carry out
the dinner in a manner sensitive to all participants. I will also be looking to form a committee from
our church to plan the logistics of the dinner to most effectively offer hospitality to our guests. I
would be interested in hearing from you if you feel yourself called to work on this project of
hospitality, reconciliation and hope.
Pastor Jeff

+++++++

Guided Meditation with Pastor Jeff on Wednesday and Thursdays at Noon on Zoom
On Wednesdays and Thursdays at 12 noon on Zoom I continue to lead guided meditation
sessions as a way of helping us experience God’s peace and the ocean of love in which we live
and move and have our very being. The outer conflict and confusion of the present world needs
people who can approach life with a sense of connection to the quiet center where God’s love
lives within us.
On each guided meditation session, I will be on Zoom at noon as participants gather and
chat. Promptly at 15 minutes after the hour I will begin the time of meditation with a few words of
explanation of what we are seeking to do together. I begin by gradually tightening and relaxing
muscles to allow us to enter a deeper state of relaxation, followed by an invitation to visualize
Jesus blessing us. At a certain point in each session I will stop talking and we will sit together in
silence. At the end I will briefly raise up persons for intercessory prayer. The meditation and
meditation time ends at 12:50 pm.
+++++++
The Motley Crew Christian Band of PUMC
Our new church band is performing on a regular
basis at church on Sunday mornings. We have
been primarily rehearsing before and after
worship service, and we welcome all who are
willing in joining us in making a joyful noise unto
the Lord. Presently, we consist of an accordion
player, two guitar players, a percussionist, a
banjo and harmonica player, a pianist and two
vocalists. Come join us in making live music in
praising God!
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CHURCH CALENDAR and SCHEDULING EVENTS
The church calendar on our website www.parsippanyumc.org has been updated. If you want to
schedule an event, you need to look at the website calendar to see if the date is available. All
requests for use of the church facilities need to be approved by the trustees, Connie Keller or
Amy Gripp.
FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR ON SPECIAL OCCASIONS – If you want
to remember or honor a special occasion in your life by putting flowers on
the altar, please get in touch with Connie Keller. You are certainly
welcome at any time to place flowers on the altar. If you want an
announcement in the bulletin, please call Connie Keller or send her an
email with the dedication. Contact information: Connie’s cell: 973-5685404: home: 973-887-4384: email: connie@mhmlender.com
+++++++
Anyone interested in becoming a member of the Parsippany United Methodist Church,
where there’s always room in the circle, is invited to speak to Pastor Jeff.
+++++++
Anyone aware of a Prayer Concern is invited to contact Doris Bradley at
973-887-3219 who will put the Prayer Chain into action. If Doris cannot be
reached, please contact Pastor Jeff. If you would like to add your name to
the people who receive the prayer chain, please speak to Betty Polen.
+++++++
Our church website is at ParsippanyUMC.org. There you can find all of
Pastor Jeff’s sermons and eulogies. You can also find all the newsletters, as
well as a calendar that gives the times of events held at the church. You
can also find a little church history, a listing of all the plays we’ve produced at
the church, and a summary of the various church fellowship and mission
groups.
If you aren’t presently on Facebook, consider joining with a secret identity so you can be a
member of the Parsippany United Methodist Church Congregation Group and received day by
day prayer concerns and announcements and other postings regarding the life of our church.
FACEBOOK LIVE – Pastor Jeff has recently done a few Facebook Live broadcasts of the
service. We are looking for someone interested in helping with this endeavor. If you are
interested in furthering the ministries of our church through Live broadcasts, please reach out to
Pastor Jeff.
Anyone interested in taking a turn videotaping our anthems and sermons for Facebook Live is
invited to speak to Pastor Jeff.
Parsippany United Methodist Church is now on Instagram. To find us, search Parsippany_umc
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Our Outreach to Those in Need
On the second Thursday of every other month our church provides a meal for
the people living temporarily at Homeless Solutions. If you would like to
volunteer as a server, please speak to Laurie Wilken or Connie Wallace. If
you would like to help cook speak Tom Albert or Justin Cogan. Our next
opportunity to serve is February 10th.
Parsippany Emergency Food Pantry – Denise White is now delivering our
donations to the Emergency Food Pantry in Parsippany. You can bring your
donations of non-perishable food items to the church any Sunday. Denise
takes the food over as the bin gets filled up. Supermarket gift cards are also
welcome. This is a very easy way to give back to the less-fortunate in our own
township.

Our next turn to help with Interfaith Furnishings delivering
furniture to homes in Morris County that would otherwise be
unable to afford to furnish their homes is TBD. Please let Garret
Belanus, our new outreach leader, or Pastor Jeff if you can offer
your services.
.
+++++++
Consider becoming a part of one or more of our Musical Groups here
at church:
Bell Choir – rehearses Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. If you are interested in
joining us, please speak to Barb Bradley or Aimee Letsch - or just show up
on Thursday and see what happens!
Choir – rehearses Thursdays at 7:45 p.m. We always have an "open
robe" for anyone who loves to sing. We sing in 4-part harmony, so if
you've sung in your high school chorus or any other equivalent, you have
a great start! Speak to any choir member or Barb Bradley if you're
interested.

+++++++
Feb. 6
Isaiah 6:1-8
1 Corinth 15:1-11
Luke 5:1-11

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR FEBRUARY
Feb. 13
Feb. 20
Jeremiah 17:5-10
Genesis 45:3-11,15
1 Corinth 15:12-20 1 Corinth 15:35-38,42-50
Luke 6:17-26
Luke 6:27-38

Feb. 27
Exodus 34:29-35
2 Corinth 3:12-4:2
Luke 9:28-36
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2nd
3rd
3rd
3rd
4th
5th
7th
7th
8th
10th
10th

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Mia Savarin
Denise White
Justin Cogan
Diane Morgan
Susan Valcoff
Barbara Munnelly
Charlotte Vance
Likitha Dasari
Andrew Schnetzer
Mark Dierbach
TJ Cogan
19th

11th
11th
19th
22nd
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
25th
29th
29th

Valia Hawkins
Julianne Karr
Charlotte Romeo
Elizabeth Vance
Kylie Collins
Krista Kempski
Tracy Krisa Shawgo
Sarah Edwards
Keith Hawkins, Jr.
Coleen O’Grady
Kelly O’Grady

ANNIVERSARIES
June & Russ Schnetzer
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